


John 21

The Purpose of Life



Scripture is absolutely clear         
that the Gospel will go forth into 
the whole world. Every corner. 

Every tribe. All people.



And they sang a new song, saying: “You are 
worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 

because you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased for God persons from every tribe and 
language and people and nation. You have made 
them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our 

God, and they will reign on the earth.”

Revelation 5:9-10



The River

Ezekiel 47:1-10



And this gospel of the kingdom will 
be preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then  
the end will come.

Matthew 24:14

How big is this vision?



How in the world are 
eleven average, ordinary 
men going to make this 

happen?



That’s exactly why John 
added this epilogue.



By the end of the 1st 
century AD, John can 

already see this 
happening.



1. Jesus will provide as 
you do your part.



2. Jesus will guide as  
you take each step.



Do you remember the   
day that Peter, Andrew,  

James & John were  
called to be disciples?

Luke 5:1-11



For anyone really 
watching and listening, 

Jesus is making it crystal 
clear that He is God.



He’s also making it  
clear that this is 
all about people.



Here we are again. 
Same spot. Same situation.

Jesus is reminding His guys—
and us!—that He’s God.

And it’s still all about people.



John 21 is a  
“Re-commissioning.” 

It’s time to 
get to work.



Nothing 

153



You are a part of something 
that is, quite literally,   
changing the world.



1. Jesus will provide as 
you do your part.



2. Jesus will guide as  
you take each step.



Peter & John



Peter
…as soon as (v. 7)

…a fire of burning coals (v. 9)

…do you love me more than these (v. 15)



It’s all about 
people.

Feed my sheep.



Here’s where this whole 
thing gets turned out. 
This isn’t just written      

to me, a pastor.



It’s written to you… 
and the people  

you impact.



And just to be clear— 
this might take more 
than one generation.



By the end of the 1st 
century, there was some 
real confusion as to when 
Jesus was coming back.



If



The Gospel ends on Go!

Do your part. 



The Gospel ends on Go!

Do your part. 
It’s all about people. 
You’re in the story!




