5-20-2018 The Life of the Party

 [00:00:10] Praise God morning church. 

 [00:00:13] All here in the Baker over in the sanctuary worshipping together enjoying these May flowers right. Come on. If April showers bring May flowers. 

 [00:00:24] Well you may flowers bring pilgrims right. Learn that way back in elementary school. 

 [00:00:34] Turn with me if you would in your Bibles your handhelds to John chapter 7. We're gonna be in the seventh chapter of John appreciate here in the. Baker service Denice praying about digging into to God's word and to John 7. So join me there please if you would and as you do. Just I thought I'd mention a few things of current events. Well if you noticed that yesterday there was a wedding. 

 [00:00:59] Anyone see that. How could you miss it. You know I actually as I thought about this wedding yesterday which personally I thought was really a beautiful wedding. I really did. And I appreciated what one of my friends on Facebook said. He said I don't follow the royal family but millions of people just heard readings from the Bible Songs of Praise to the Lord. And a little bit of preaching. That's a good thing don't you think. I agree. To think about that millions and millions and millions of people around the world yesterday heard really I thought a very moving message on on love. And I just appreciated it. So that was cool and I got some other great news. I've been telling you a little bit along the way of my great nephew by the name of Ethan when Ethan was 13 14 months old a year and whatever ago he was diagnosed with neuroblastoma we as a church have really been praying him through this. And he went in this week this last week couple days ago for the tests. Right. He's been through all the protocol all the chemo all the radiation surgeries et cetera et cetera all year and he almost died numerous times throughout that journey. But this week was kind of moment of truth because they were gonna do all the scans and fill his body up with dye and figure out what was going on and I am here to tell you we learned Friday he is cancer free. Church cancer. 

 [00:02:32] Free. Praise be to God. 

 [00:02:38] And I know so many of you have been praying for him. So we celebrate a God who hears our prayers and who has moved on Ethan's body. Thanks Peter Lord. So John Chapter 7 I have made a commitment this year as we're making our way through John. Not a moment. Not only am I going to preach on the texts but I want you to hear the text. I want the word of God to speak to you. And so also just kind of what goes on in my mind as I prepare these sermons is scripture when you really dig into scripture you find that passages fall in the natural kind of groupings sections the ten dollar seminary word for that is Pyrrhic appease which literally means to view together you can see this passage kind of all together and that's that's part of what we do a little hot up here. That's part of what what we're doing. And so John 7 is really a Pyrrhic appy. It's not like this naturally falls into a smaller group. So hence I'm going to read for us the entire seventh chapter of John please follow along after this. 

 [00:03:52] Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because the Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. But when the Jewish festival of Tabernacles was near. Jesus brothers said to him leave Galilee and go to Judea so that your disciples there may see the works you do and these are his physical brothers we know he has four brothers. No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you're doing these things show yourself to the world for even his own brothers did not believe in him. Therefore Jesus told them. My time is not yet here. For you any we'll do the world cannot hate you but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil. You go to the festival. I'm not gonna go up right now because my time has not fully come. After he had said this he stayed in Galilee. However. After his brothers had left for the festival he went also. Not publicly but in secret. Now at the festival the Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus and asking where is he. Among the crowds there was widespread murmuring whispering about him. Some said he is a good man. Others replied No he deceives the people but no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the leaders. Not until halfway through the Festival de Jesus go up to the Temple Courts and begin to teach the Jews. There were amazed and asked how did this man get such learning without having been taught. Jesus answered my teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. Whoever speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory. But he who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth. There is nothing false about him. Has not Moses given you the law yet not one of you keeps it. Why then are you trying to kill me. Your demon possessed the Crown answered who is trying to kill you. Jesus answered them. I did one miracle. And you're all amazed yet because Moses gave you circumcision though actually it didn't come from Moses but from the patriarchs you circumcised a boy on the Sabbath yet. Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken. Why are you angry with me for healing a man's whole body on the Sabbath. Stop judging by mere appearances but instead see things. Correctly judged correctly at that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask. Isn't this the man they're trying to kill. By the way those are the same people that just said who's trying to kill you. Isn't this the man they're trying to kill. Here he is speaking publicly and they're not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he is the Messiah. But we know where this man comes from. And when the Messiah comes no one will know where he is from. Then Jesus still teaching in the Temple Courts cried out. Yes you know me and you know where I am from. I'm not here on my own authority but he who sent me is true. You do not know him but I know him because I am from him and he sent me at this. They tried to season but no one laid a hand on him because his hour had not yet come. Still. Many in the crowd believed in him. They said when the Messiah comes he will perform more song. Or will he perform more signs than this man. The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him. Jesus said I am with you. For only a short time and then I'm going to the one who sent me. You will look for me but you will not find me and where I am. You cannot come. The Jews said to one another where does this man intend to go. That we cannot find him. Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks and teach the Greeks. What did he mean when he said you'll look for me. But you won't find me and where I am you cannot come. Well on the last and greatest day of the festival Jesus stood and said in a loud voice let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink whoever believes in me a scripture is said Rivers of living water will flow from within them. By this he meant the spirit who knows who believed in him were later to receive up to that time the spirit had not been given since Jesus had not yet been glorified on hearing his words some of the people said surely this man is the prophet. Others said he is the Messiah. Still others said How can the messiah come from Galilee. Does not scripture say that the Messiah will come from David's descendants and from Bethlehem the town of David. Thus the people were divided because of him. Some wanted to seize him. Nobody laid a hand on him. Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees and asked them why didn't you bring him in. No one ever spoke the way this man does the guards replied. You mean he has deceived you also the Pharisees retorted have any of the rulers of the Pharisees believed in him. No. But this mob that knows nothing of the law. There is a curse on them. Nicodemus. Who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own no. Asked Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him. To find out what he's been doing they replied are you from Galilee also look into it you'll find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee. 

 [00:09:56] The word of the Lord I was I as I thought about how to dig into this passage. There's so many sermons that can be preached here. But I thought I would begin as you see in verse two with the description of what was happening because it really does lay the context of I believe not only this chapter but a series of four chapters Chapter Seven eight nine and ten. These four chapters or at least most of chapter 10 1/2 of chapter 10 three and a half chapters take place within the span of basically a week. During this feast of Tabernacles. Let me start by kind of talking a little bit about our holidays. Right when you think about the major holidays here in our culture would you not agree that they are not Easter Thanksgiving and Christmas. Those are the big ones. Those are the feasts. That's when people come together and share a family meal and do special things and as we think about each of these feasts and what their purpose is. Well Easter is clearly about how we've been rescued by Jesus how he died on the cross and rose again on the third day. And he came to to rescue us from our sins when we think about the meaning and purpose behind Thanksgiving. Well it was actually do you know who instituted Thanksgiving. Come on. Here you go history. Abraham Lincoln did right in the middle of a civil war 1863 Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving as a time of gratitude but not gratitude to each other. He said. No human council. This is in his proclamation of Thanksgiving. No human council have devised nor have any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of the most high God. So Abraham Lincoln understood that everything we have even the conflict and the struggle are what. What did he say. 

 [00:11:57] The gracious gifts of the Most High God who while dealing with us in anger for our sins speaking of really slavery and the civil war have nevertheless remembered mercy. So Thanksgiving is rooted in gratitude towards God. So we've been rescued at Easter. We express gratitude to God at Thanksgiving. And of course we understand at Christmas the incarnation and how Jesus became human. So these are the things that really are the are at the ground floor of these great feasts or celebrations. And yet I'm going to ask you is this what our culture makes of these things. Come on no Easter is about what. Come on bunnies and candy. Right. Thanksgiving is about pilgrims and Turkey and Christmas is about Santa and presents. And while I understand some of the fun of all of these traditions would you not agree that there is a little bit of distraction going on here that we get distracted from what the purpose of these feasts are well let me shift gears and take you back to the three main holidays of the of the time of Christ of the Jews during the time Jesus walked this earth. They were established in the Old Testament the feast of Passover the feast of Pentecost and the Feast of Tabernacles. Now you may not fully understand what those things are the feast of Passover is intended to celebrate the exodus how God provided a lamb and you take that blood and put it on the doorframe of your door and the Angel of Death passed over your house and how God delivers us through the lamb or through the blood of the lamb. That's the Passover. Then you have Pentecost which oh and by the way do you know what today is it's Pentecost Sunday Pentecost is a feast was a feast for the early you know for the Jews throughout the Old Testament time of Christ. And it literally was 50 days after the exodus. So the day that God led the people and Exodus chapter twelve out of Egypt. Count forward 50 days Penta means 50 means 50 or 5. Hence Penta on the fiftieth day after they left Egypt. They then were gathered at the base of Mount Sinai. And on that day God spoke to Moses and brought forth the Ten Commandments. So Pentecost originally was intended to celebrate the law however it was on that feast that we see the Holy Spirit coming. And in essence replacing the law as the law of our hearts and the spirit of God coming in so Pentecost was a huge feast that happened right here in an early summer late May 50 days after. Passover. And then the third feast is essentially our Thanksgiving which happened in the fall. It was really intended first of all to celebrate the harvest that has come come in. But it was also intended to celebrate the provision of God as the people walked around in the wilderness. Those 40 years and there were three key aspects that they celebrated to the way God provided during those 40 years first of all God provided daily bread from heaven. Second of all God provided water that came forth from Iraq that Moses would strike and water would gush forth. And thirdly they celebrated how God guided them through the light of a pillar of cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at night. So as we think about the Feast of Tabernacles Thanksgiving the provision of God. It's very interesting to me how even in these chapters Jesus is describing himself as the bread who comes from heaven as the water while the spirit of God is the water that flows forth from within us flowing as as gushing living water. And thirdly how in Chapter 8 and verse 12 Jesus said right in these teachings I am the light of the world. Jesus is saying during the Feast of Tabernacles to the people gathered there. I'm the one that answers all of these I am the one who has come from God to provide for you. And yet the people were distracted much like we get distracted in our culture from what these things really are about these feasts these celebrations we get so distracted and John 7 what I just read for you really is Jesus pushing against all of the distractions because just like in those 40 years in the wilderness instead of thinking of God's provision I'll tell you what I think of when I think of the 40 years of the Jews wandering in the wilderness I think of the word grumbling grumbling. That's really what defined those 40 years a lack of faith and grumbling and in these four chapters here in the middle of John During this feast of Tabernacles you know what we also see grumbling. You see they should have been thanking God for sending his bread pouring forth his living water and shining his light. Instead they grumble. That's that's what we see here in Chapter 7. They were distracted by their own demands their own dreams and their own desires. This is where I want to make a connection to our world and to our culture. We do the same thing when we think about what these feasts and celebrations even church on Sunday morning what it ought to be about is God in his provision in his rescue and gratitude and mercy and incarnation and we make it about so many other things and Jesus here is pushing against these distractions. In John 7 and 8 Jesus is confronting our many distractions. That's what's happening here so let me walk you through three things that he's pushing against. 

 [00:18:16] Look at verse four while Jesus is confronting his own brother's view of worldly success. All right. We get so caught up in our culture to define what success really is to define what success really is. And his own brothers had a view of that. They said to him no one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. What did his brothers want for him. They wanted him to become famous. That's what they wanted for Jesus. No one who wants to become famous is going to do all of this stuff here in the backwoods of Galilee. Now you're going to you need to take your show down into New York City. You need to go in Jerusalem since you're doing these things show yourself to the world. Jesus here is pushing against his brother's own distractions of worldly success and second love second of all versus 14 to 24. Jesus is confronting the world's view of what constitutes knowledge and proper behavior or custom custom is defined as a traditional and widely accepted way of behaving. So we have just like they did. Our view of what constitutes knowledge and what constitutes custom. And here we also see Jesus pushing against both of those things look at verse 14. The Jews were amazed and asked how did this man get such learning without. Having been taught you see in their viewpoint smart people had to have degrees they had to come from from a certain teacher or a mentor. And it was only proper if you do things the right way the way everyone else does and there are they're amazed how can this man have such learning. How can he behave the way he does. He's pushing against all of our customs right. Look at verse 23 now. Jesus said if a boy can be circumcised circumcised on the Sabbath I mean say Come on guys. Think about this so that the law of Moses may not be broken. Why are you angry with me for healing a man's whole body on the Sabbath. He's referring back to chapter 5 where months earlier Jesus had healed a man that had been lame for 37 38 years laying by the pool of Bethesda they're still talking about that. He's saying how can you be angry. Think about this look at verse the end of that verse 24. Stop judging by mere appearances but instead judge correctly. He's saying open your eyes. Come on. Think about this. Think about what you're really doing you're trapped by your own customs by your own narrow way of thinking. Anyone who says in verse 7 who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 

 [00:21:34] He's saying Try it obey what I'm saying here do what I'm teaching you believe in me and trust in me and follow me. 

 [00:21:42] Try it out because you'll find out that these things are from God they're not just him speaking on his own. Then in verse twenty five down to thirty six. Jesus also is confronting or pushing against the world's lower storey perspective. I'll come back to this concept that we live in the lower story and all we tend to do is see things in the lower storey in our own happenings and in our own kind of boxes if you will in fact I. In a moment I'll show you this. This box that I think represents the lower story because in verse twenty five Jesus says some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask isn't this the man they're trying to kill. But we know where this man is from. When the Messiah comes no one will know where he is from. They're putting Jesus in this box and they're rejecting him because in their minds he doesn't come from where they think he should. Jesus. Verse 28 still teaching in the temple cried out. Yes you know me you know where I'm from. I'm not here on my own authority but he who sent me is true. You do not know him but I know him because I am from him and he sent me. He said I'm coming from the upper story. I come from God from heaven and I come down into your lower story and I know that you may not have a box that contains who I am but he's pressing against those boxes and he's confronting their customs and their knowledge and and their expectations their distractions and I love how in verse thirty one says that many in the crowd as he was teaching believed in him. Something happened in their hearts. 

 [00:23:39] They were stirred to believe there was a switch that got flipped in their minds and their hearts. And they said wait a minute. No no I'm going to I'm going to see him for who he really is. They said when the Messiah comes will he perform more signs than this man. And it led them to believe. 

 [00:23:59] Which brings us to point number four verse 37. Jesus promises the free gift of the Holy Spirit to thirsty believers saying if you believe if you're truly thirsty and and see me for who I really am. He's in essence saying just like Moses would strike the rock and water would come out just like they were celebrating in the Feast of Tabernacles. He says the Holy Spirit will be poured into your heart and rivers of living water will flow from you verse 38. Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink whoever believes in me as Scripture says rivers of living water will flow from within them. By this he meant the holy spirit whom those who believed in him were later to receive on the day of Pentecost. And the fifth thing we see here is that Jesus demands a response. Jesus demands a response. I think about the quote I gave you this quote a few weeks ago by C.S. Lewis who was an atheist early in his life and yet he came to faith and wrote The Chronicles of Narnia and many other great works. One of those being Mere Christianity C.S. Lewis said this in the mouth of any speaker who is not God. These words would imply what I can only regard as silliness and conceit unrivaled by any character in history. You must make your choice Either this man was and is the son of God or else a mad man or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool. You can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet as Lord and God. You see in this context even we see division over who Jesus was and is. Look at verse 40 they say surely this man is the prophet. Others verse 41 said he is the Messiah. Later in that verse how can the messiah come from Galilee some others said. And down in verse 46 the Temple guard said no one ever spoke the way that this man speaks. What we see is such division in fact verse 43 says it outright. The people were divided because of Jesus. The people were divided because of him whether they believed in him or whether they didn't. How they viewed him and I love how this chapter concludes because it brings us back. 

 [00:26:45] To a man named Nicodemus Nicodemus who back in John Chapter 3 had gone to Jesus in the middle of the night asking you know who are you and what must I do and Jesus said You must be born again and we get to this point in the narrative and in John and this feast of Tabernacles as they're debating who Jesus is and they they were saying to the temple guards. 

 [00:27:09] Come on. None of us. 

 [00:27:11] None of us leaders of of the Jews believe in him and then you kind of have Nicodemus stepping out and saying wait a minute wait a minute. Does our law condemn a man first without first hearing him to find out. 

 [00:27:26] What he's been doing. Now I don't know if by this point I asked it in my sermon notes whether Nicodemus was born again. We do know that at the cross when Jesus is hung on a cross there were two men that pulled Jesus off of that cross and buried him you knew they were Joseph of air mafia and. 

 [00:27:47] Nicodemus who is willing publicly to really present himself to clearly by that point he he identified with Jesus and cared for him even in his death was Jesus was Nicodemus born again by this point. I think so. I really do. He had he had come to a point of faith. 

 [00:28:07] But however you look at a church listen to me. Jesus demands a response. He demands a response. We can not be ambivalent about Jesus. We either believe or we don't believe we either trust him as our Lord and our Savior or we do not. 

 [00:28:29] And as I thought about this I thought what came to mind. And as I thought about Chapter 7 here what I've just preached to you a song came to my mind by a man named Keith Green. I've made it pretty public that Keith Green was a Christian singer back in the 70s and early 80s who I absolutely loved. I just I loved his music and his lyrics and he was he was really a man ahead of his time. He died at the age of twenty nine in a plane crash with along with two of his four children. But Keith Green soon after he was saved and I mean saved in his early 20s. He wrote a song and it appears on his first album and it's called a song to my parents. Listen to what Keith Greene wrote to his parents. He said I need to say these things because I love you so and I'm sorry you get angry when I say that you just don't know. 

 [00:29:26] But there's a heaven waiting for you and me. I know it seems every time we talk I'm only trying to to just make you see and it's only that I care. I really only one just to see you there. Please try to overlook my human pride. I know I'm such a bad example and you know I'm so full of pride but Jesus isn't like that. No he's perfect all the way. I guess that's why we need him because by ourselves there's just no way and it's only that I care. I really really just want to see you there and then in his last verse. Keith Green Shift gears and he goes right back to John chapter 7. He goes right back to the crowds and the people in that context trying to make their minds up. 

 [00:30:18] Who is he and he says this isn't that Jesus isn't it Joseph and Mary son. Well didn't he grow up right here he played with our children what he must be kidding thinks he's a prophet. Well profits don't grow up from little boys do they. 

 [00:30:38] From little boys do they. It's only that I care. I really really only just want to see you there. 

 [00:30:52] Church. 

 [00:30:56] Anyone listening to this online wherever you might be in the world. We have to make a choice. 

 [00:31:03] Jesus does not leave us room to be on the fence. 

 [00:31:09] We must either profess faith and get down on our knees and understand and believe he is lord he is SAVIOR HE IS RISEN. He is king he is coming back. He is the lord of lords and the king of kings. 

 [00:31:23] He is exactly who we read him to be here in John Chapter 7 he is from God and gave his life for us. We must either believe this or we do not. 

 [00:31:36] There is no middle ground. And I love how Keith Green says it. 

 [00:31:44] He says we don't just keep this to ourselves when we are born again. 

 [00:31:50] When we are born again. We must tell others. It's only that I care. 

 [00:31:56] I really really only just want to see you there. 

 [00:32:02] An invite you to bow your heads and your hearts with me. Lord Jesus in this moment right here right now. Lord shine your light into our hearts. Even in this moment right now Jesus we have to decide. We must choose just like those in the crowd that day. Do I believe or do I not believe. Do I put my faith in you Jesus. Or do I not. Do I trust that you are God and Savior. My rescuer my redeemer my ruler or my king. 

 [00:32:41] Or Jesus do I just dismiss you. 

 [00:32:45] At best maybe a good teacher at worse. 

 [00:32:50] A demon they said in that crowd. Lord Jesus draws to yourself. Speak to our hearts. 

 [00:33:01] And lord as you promise us as we believe and as we trust in you we who are thirsty Lord Jesus you will pour living water into our hearts. You are you will fill our hearts in and out of us will come streams of gushing Living Water joy and peace. 

 [00:33:23] Mercy and kindness. Gratitude. Lord we. We choose you. We ask You Lord to fill our hearts. We give our lives to you. We surrender. We believe. 

 [00:33:38] Just like there were those in that crowd that day that they believed. 

 [00:33:42] Or we believe right now. 

 [00:33:44] We trust you. We thank you. Jesus we pray these things in your holy righteous name a man. 

