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 [00:00:11] And those of you here in Baker over and sanctuary what a great day right. Man I know right. Sunshine come on. Thank you Jesus. Haven't had a lot of that lately. So it is a good day to be in the House of the Lord. I want you to join me as we continue this series Life in his name. We're gonna be in John today. John Chapter 18 John Chapter 18. Might need a new clicker because this one ain't work and guy so turn to John chapter 18 versus one through 14. I'm going to read it for you in a minute. I just I also just want to say that since we've got some good weather I'd let you know a few weeks ago that we're gonna be doing a parking lot project just west of our sanctuary running from our sanctuary down to to main street running along King Street there and they're gonna get a jump on that here. I think this week some some some work might start so it's gonna be about a five or six week project so I just want you to know that's come in and cards are available out on our various kiosks on LA on our Web site. The Messenger. Just some options of where there's hundreds of parking places within about a a three or four minute walk of the church here. But you know you've got to get your steps a little bit you know I got got my pedometer here so you know you might have to get your steps in a little bit but drop someone off drop your family off. But I just want to keep that in front of you. That that is happening and it's good. We're excited about it. We just gotta keep working through it and grow through it. 

 [00:01:47] So John Chapter 18 let me begin reading in verse 1 when he Jesus had finished praying he left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley on the other side there was a garden and he and his disciples went into it. Now Judas who betrayed him knew the place because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas came to the garden guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees they were carrying torches and lanterns and weapons. Jesus knowing all that was going to happen to him went out and Jesus asked Who is it you want. 

 [00:02:35] Who is it you want. 

 [00:02:37] Jesus of Nazareth they replied. I am. 

 [00:02:42] Jesus said we add in English the word he but literally Jesus said I am. 

 [00:02:48] And Judas the traitor was standing there with them when Jesus said I am. They drew back and fell to the ground again he asked them Who is it you want. Jesus of Nazareth they said Jesus answered I told you that I am. If you are looking for me then let these men go. 

 [00:03:08] Well this happens so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled. 

 [00:03:12] I have not lost one of those that you gave me. Then Simon Peter who had a sword. Who gave Simon the sword. I don't know. 

 [00:03:22] You know it was a mistake. Drew it actually just. 

 [00:03:31] Luke tells us that they had two swords. It's very interesting the details we get from Matthew Mark Luke about this and as they enter into this event into the garden we know that they took two swords with him and peter out one of them. He drew it and struck the high priests servant. Not a soldier. The High Priest servant cutting off his right ear. The servants name in fact John knew it was Malcolm's. We know from down in verse 16 that John had some connections with the high priest family. He knew this guy. Jesus commanded Peter put your sword away. Shall I not drink the cup. The Father has given to me then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him and brought him first to a.. Who is the father in law of Caiaphas the high priest that year Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for all the people. 

 [00:04:40] Word of the Lord these 14 verses. It's actually the beginning of what we call the passion the passion. You've probably heard that phrase write a movie a number of years ago by Mel Gibson's The Passion of the Christ. Have you ever wondered about that phrase The Passion. Why is it called The Passion of Christ. Well it's rooted actually in in the Latin word potty party which means to suffer or to endure the term Passion of Christ refers to the time. 

 [00:05:11] So it's a time frame the passion begins here in the garden. Guess Simone of this prayer in the garden up to his death on the cross that will take place in about 12 to 15 hours the time of his greatest suffering in modern usage the word passion can have the sense of strong emotion right. 

 [00:05:34] This kind of getting up for the game getting up for what's happening. 

 [00:05:39] Passion but Jesus did not endure suffering because of a strong emotion that flamed up for a time and then passed. No that's not what this means. Jesus came to Earth for the purpose of laying down his life for us. And he never wavered from that purpose. Jesus passion his suffering was not due to strong emotion but to settled purpose. So when we think about the passion of Jesus this is this is a settled purpose on his part to accomplish what God send him to do in this passage right here here in this first scene of the passion. We see that the passion doesn't come on Jesus as his fate. All right. It's not just happening to him. Rather Jesus is the one who acts he is in control of the entire situation. And I want us to see three things in these verses in this passage of the garden. First of all the logistics versus 1 through 3 I just have to tell you as someone who has studied the Bible for my whole life really but very in-depth for the last 35 years or so that I absolutely love the fact that Scripture gives us so many details so many details so specific. The logistics we're going to look at those. 

 [00:06:57] Second of all the message we're gonna really try to see OK what is the big idea What is John really wanting us to catch in all of this. And then the question then we'll get to that here in a minute. So the logistics verse verse 1 when you've finished praying left with his disciples cross the Kidron Valley on the other side a garden he and his disciples went into it Judas who betrayed him knew the prophet place because he had often been there and he brought with him a detachment of soldiers. 

 [00:07:28] John writes these logistics very clearly you might even miss this but he was an eye witness. This is an eye witness account. He saw these things happen. This is this is seared in his mind. He is telling us exactly what happened and when he had finished Jesus praying. 

 [00:07:48] John 17 he left with his disciples they they left the area there that they had been in I believe they had left the upper room but were lingering in and around the wall of Jerusalem somewhere and and they left there and crossed the Kidron Valley and on the other side was a garden. He and his disciples then went into this garden which to me would indicate a wall or some kind of marker that they didn't just kind of you know happen upon an open area. You know some trees but it was it was it was a garden and probably a grove with a wall. 

 [00:08:26] They go into it just a few details I can't preaches without a map. I mean come on you have to have a map. 

 [00:08:33] The upper room if this is the Old City of Jerusalem the Temple areas right here the Golden Gate and the Upper Room was likely. I visited there five years ago Jerusalem and they do take you to a site that they believe is the traditional site of the upper room. So they would have left the upper room at the end of Chapter 14 would have been in the areas of somewhere around Jerusalem I believe because it does say that they left the room they would have then come up and crossed over the Kidron Valley which is kind of this this low lying area that's that is just kind of beside the wall Drew it's still there. 

 [00:09:12] And right now in fact to this day there's a lot of tombs that have been that have been put in there by by Muslims that are that are all buried along that wall. 

 [00:09:22] And then you've got the garden get cemetery which is still there still there the tree same trees they believe are still there which is on the Mount of Olives so these are the details Judas who had betrayed them knew the place. He knew that spot it was a spot Jesus often went to because Jesus had often met his disciples there. So Judas came to the garden guiding a detachment of soldiers I have to tell you that in my childhood as I've kind of imagined this through my lifetime I envision a 10 15 maybe 20 soldiers. OK. 

 [00:09:59] That's kind of maybe that was the final graph that you know how many soldiers that they had on the final graph as a child you don't know what that is don't worry about it. 

 [00:10:09] Ancient but nonetheless. A detachment is another word for a Roman cohort which is the little variation on this. 

 [00:10:19] But most scholars Roman historians say that 600 soldiers OK 600 soldiers. 

 [00:10:26] So imagine that even even if it wasn't that many probably hundreds. 

 [00:10:31] This is a large group of soldiers Judas would have left the upper room to go and find the Jewish leaders where he went for them. Not quite positive but I do believe in order to round up or two to activate the Roman cohort he would have gone to this area right here which is called the fortress Antonia which is where the Roman headquarters HQ was and that's where the soldiers would have been stationed just off the temple ground that is all of these ruins it's all still there you can kind of see it. It's very historical. So when Judas left the upper room to go get them I have to believe we don't know this for sure but I have to believe that when he when he rounded them up during this time Jesus had left that upper room. END OF CHAPTER 14 says Jesus left the upper room. Judas would have thought. 

 [00:11:25] I'm supposing to go back there because Jesus at this point hadn't declared that he was going to leave. They were celebrating the the Lord's Supper the Passover feast. 

 [00:11:35] I'm going to guess Judas would have marched with these Jewish leaders with this cohort maybe up to 600 soldiers through the old quarter through the streets of Jerusalem to the upper room would have found that Jesus was gone Judas then would have said I know exactly where he is because we've been there before I know where he where we can find him and sure enough they would have then marched out of the upper room. 

 [00:11:59] I believe it doesn't say in scripture but then they would have gone all the way here to the garden to Geth Simone to get Simone and I'll just simply make this point that as this is playing out in the lower storey in real time this night would have made made you think would have left certainly left the disciples thinking everything seems to be spinning out of control out of control. 

 [00:12:26] I mean this is. 

 [00:12:28] This is the setting so the logistics. Second of all the message. What message does does John want us to really start honing in on and I'm going to tell you right out of the gate. OK this is where you have to to dig deeper. All right. But we have to understand John is recording these things for a purpose. He's not just writing a history book for us. This is a this is an evangelistic document. This is John wanting to know certain things to lead us to the place of belief in what Jesus was doing in who Jesus was very interesting that John says. On the other side there was a garden. Now we've come very familiar with that garden of get cemetery. But if you look at Matthew and Mark those two gospels simply refer to the place they're going as Geth Simone gets 70 which literally means oil press oil press. So it was an it was an all of Grove again. I believe because he John tells us that they went in and I mean he's going to say he went out that it was a walled Grove. But interesting that John. And then he doubles down on it and verse three and so Judas came to the garden to the garden Luke. By the way just simply calls this the Mount of Olives. So get Simone the Mount of Olives. John I believe is signaling something far richer far more significant when he when he describes the fact that Jesus. 

 [00:14:01] Was going to a garden. This all happened in a garden. I would ask you what does a garden make you think of. 

 [00:14:09] When you think of scripture think of the Bible was a garden right Garden of Eden. What happened in the garden in the Garden of Eden. Well it was where. 

 [00:14:23] The fall. 

 [00:14:24] The big fall is where everything the wheels fell off. It's where Adam and Eve sinned and and where sin entered into this world. All of this all of scripture is because of a garden and because of the tragic events that happened there what did Jesus. I keep following this. What did Jesus come to earth to do. What was his purpose. His purpose was to reverse the curse of the garden and write. 

 [00:14:53] To restore humanity by rescuing us through his blood on the cross so that we might one day dwell with Him in a new garden paradise restored what would be the most meaningful. OK track this down. What would be the most meaningful setting for the impact of the original garden to be reversed. 

 [00:15:16] Another garden. 

 [00:15:17] I think there's a very significant clue in it and it doesn't it's not just this verse. 

 [00:15:23] Very interesting you dig into the way John fashions the passion the passion begins right. Garden of just so many and ends. Guess where. 

 [00:15:33] In a garden look at chapter 19 verse 41 19 verse 41 just over two pages because Jesus then is buried by Joseph of atmosphere and Nicodemus verse 40 taking Jesus body the two of them wrapped it with spices and strips of linen This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs at the place where Jesus was crucified there was another What garden. 

 [00:16:05] Another garden and in the garden a new tomb. And then just 15 versus later and in chapter 20 after the resurrection Mary Magdalene is there. He asks or verse 15 woman why are you crying. Who is it. You're looking for underline that. We'll get back to that in a minute. Thinking he was who the gardener. There's a clear theme here and I believe John is wanting us to see. 

 [00:16:38] That Jesus has come as the second atom than the one who would reverse the curse. And it plays out in a garden. That's the setting. Jesus then knowing all that was going to happen to him went out and asked them Who is it you want. 

 [00:16:57] Okay now step back and think about this verse. I highlighted three words knowing went and asked knowing went and asked Why do I highlight those words. 

 [00:17:12] It's because I'm going to ask this question who is taking all of the initiative in this situation. 

 [00:17:20] Jesus is Jesus knew what was happening Jesus went out of the garden area. Jesus engaged this possibly even 600 Roman soldiers and Jewish leaders and Judas and all that were there. Jesus was in complete control in fact let me go ahead and highlight that point for you. 

 [00:17:40] OK. 

 [00:17:44] This is in terms of the message. What is John trying to say here. 

 [00:17:49] Very clearly the message that John wants us to understand in this whole account the night that the wheels seem to be totally coming off the night where everything seems to be spinning out of control. The reality is this from an eyewitness. 

 [00:18:04] Jesus knew Jesus when Jesus asked Jesus was in complete control and he asked this question Who is it you want. Now I'm going to get back to this question in a minute. Who is it you want. They said Jesus the Nazarene. 

 [00:18:21] Jesus of Nazareth was their answer to which Jesus then replied with two words. Now in the English and if you're looking at the end of a most English translations fact all of them that I could find added three words a third word they would say I am he I am he. 

 [00:18:45] Which. Yes. OK. As a translation I understand why they would add the he. But that's not what Jesus said. 

 [00:18:52] He said two words he simply said Eggo a me in Greek. 

 [00:18:59] This is the first person singular present tense of the verb to be ego ego. 

 [00:19:05] We get our word ego which means I self me I Amy simply means to be does it do these two words sound familiar to ego Amy simply is translated What. 

 [00:19:19] I am. 

 [00:19:22] Who are you looking for this. He said well we want Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus simply said. I am. And what happened next. Jumps off the page. 

 [00:19:37] Verse 6 when Jesus said I am Eggo I mean. They drew back and fell to the ground. 

 [00:19:47] Could close your eyes and think about that one for a minute. Up to 600 soldiers torches land turns weapons armed to the Hill. 

 [00:19:57] Probably armor hats boots swords spears. 

 [00:20:02] They are there literally to come and take Jesus captive. They supposedly if you think about the situation are in absolute and complete control the betrayer is there. The Jewish leaders are there all of the officials are there. They're all surrounding the Guard and Jesus has come out. Jesus asked Jesus engage them and then he says simply two words. 

 [00:20:27] I am. And what happened to all of them. 

 [00:20:32] According to this verse and eyewitness account. 

 [00:20:35] Fell on the ground. 

 [00:20:39] Down they went. 

 [00:20:42] Think of the power in the name. 

 [00:20:45] Of Jesus. 

 [00:20:47] I mean it's hard to even wrap our minds this is so supernatural. This event and yet it made me think of other him. 

 [00:20:56] All hail the power of Jesus name. You know interestingly that that the hymn. All hail the power of Jesus name is identified as the national anthem of Christianity. Did you know that. I know that I googled it. I googled. All hail the power of Jesus name. And it comes up. The national anthem of Christianity. Somewhere somehow someone called it that. And yet to think about this. All hail the power of what. 

 [00:21:29] The name of Jesus. Listen to these words let angels prostrate fall bring forth the royal Di Adem. 

 [00:21:38] That's like a crown it's a special studded diamond studded crown and crown and Lord of all bring forth the royal diet them crown him Lord of all let every kindred every tribe on this planet Earth spinning in space to him all majesty a scribe and crown him Lord of all to him all Majesty ascribe o that with yonder sacred throng. We add his what feet may fall. Will join the ever lasting song and crown him Lord of all when Jesus said I am. They drew back and fell to the ground. You see what happened that night in the garden. Is a foreshadowing. Of what will one day happen again. 

 [00:22:32] OK is this is going to happen again. This very event Matthew Chapter 24 Jesus said this then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. 

 [00:22:44] And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of elk. These are the words of Jesus and he's describing what Scripture calls the second coming. You see Jesus is coming back. He is coming again. He is going to return to this earth scripture is absolutely clear on this. And when he appears very interesting I underline for you all the peoples on earth will mourn why will they mourn. OK. To get an understanding of that. Think about the guard and think about Jesus saying I am. And then think about what Judas instinctively has to do in that moment. 

 [00:23:28] What does he do. He humbles himself. He falls to the ground at the name of Jesus. And at that moment Judas is probably thinking what have I done. 

 [00:23:39] I'm selling out. The great I am Jesus. 

 [00:23:45] All nations will mourn when they see the son a man coming on the clouds with power and great glory and he will send his Angels with a loud trumpet call. They will gather as elect from the Four Winds one into the heavens to the I wanted to show you over and over again. First Thessalonians 4 for the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a loud command. You know what I think that command might simply be two words. I am very well might be just that this this sound from heaven. I am with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet again we see the trumpet and the dead in Christ will rise first after that we are still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds First Corinthians 15 Listen I'm telling you a mystery. Paul says well not all sleep he means die. We won't all die but we will all be changed in a flash in the twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet for the trumpet sound. 

 [00:24:43] The dead will be raised imperishable and we will be changed. And then revelation. You know what this is where everyone's going to end up. Here you go. The mystery is unveiled. Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 

 [00:24:59] Jesus the earth and the heavens fled from his presence. Why do I quote this. 

 [00:25:05] Because this is exactly what happened in the garden and there was no place for them and I saw the dead small in great standing before the throne and the books were opened. Here's the point. On that night in the garden. Everyone present Judas. The Jewish leaders the Roman soldiers the disciples fell to the ground at the mention of God's mighty name. 

 [00:25:34] That happened. It's an eyewitness account. 

 [00:25:38] And why John wants us to know that is because similarly on a day that might be upon us sooner than we think. Church. Every person on earth will fall to the ground at the mention of God's mighty name. 

 [00:25:54] Every person. 

 [00:25:56] Every person every person fact Philippians chapter 2 says it very clearly. Jesus came to this earth died on the cross. Therefore God exalted him to the highest place where he is right now gave him the name that is above every name that at the name of Jesus every knee and Ivy says should. Better translation is Will every knee will bow in heaven on earth under the earth. 

 [00:26:24] And acknowledge every tongue will acknowledge that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father. Here's the point. Here's what John wants us to see. Jesus is in complete control. 

 [00:26:36] Time six times a million and in a further display of his authority. 

 [00:26:43] Jesus then says I told you that I am he. I am if you are looking for me then let these men go. This happened so that the words he had spoken will be fulfilled. I have not lost one that you have given me. Oh how did that come. I told you that I am he. If you're you know what. Okay I'll go ahead and show it. I was gonna get this totally reminded me of this scene all right. 

 [00:27:13] All right I'm going to play and play it for you. I want to play for you right. 

 [00:27:16] Here right now. You don't need to see his ID. We don't need the satellite navigation. These aren't some joy you're looking for. 

 [00:27:26] He's half right. We're lucky. He can go about his business. You can go about your movie love. Ha. 

 [00:27:37] Ha. I am not comparing Jesus to Obi Wan Kenobi. OK. That's not the point. But I couldn't help but think about scene because that's exactly what Jesus he is in complete control in the garden. Absolute and complete authority where he is the one giving the orders. If you're looking for me then let these men go and why does he do that. Why does he say that to protect them. Think of all that was playing out in that night and and how easily it would have been for the Romans not just to arrest Jesus but to arrest the disciples as well those standing there with him and Jesus said no no no these are not the droids you're looking for right now you're taking me. 

 [00:28:24] This is all about me. I told you that I am. 

 [00:28:28] If you're looking for me then let these men go. 

 [00:28:32] You see Jesus knew Jesus. Ask Jesus when Jesus commanded. Jesus was in complete control. 

 [00:28:41] And yet who is it. All right. Who is it that wanted to take control. 

 [00:28:45] In that moment. 

 [00:28:47] OK. Keep reading it. Keep it. Simon Peter. Yes again I say who gave that man a sword because he wanted to take control didn't he. He rose up with this sword and he wanted to do things his way. He cuts off the ear of. Of Malcolm's John gives us his name just interesting the details and all of this too because he cuts off his his right ear. Cuts obviously. Even if you think that through. You would think that if it Peter if he was right and it would have cut off his left ear but somehow he cut off his right ear. Maybe he missed. Maybe he was left handed. Could be. But however use however you you look at it. Peter. 

 [00:29:33] Wanted to do things his way. And what did Jesus say. Violence is not the way Peter. Obedience is the way. 

 [00:29:42] Which brings us to the question that is absolutely so central to these 14 versus that it gets asked twice. And what is the question that is asked twice in this passage. 

 [00:29:58] Who is it. You want. 

 [00:30:03] Who is it you want. John does not want us to miss that question. Jesus asks it twice. Who is it you want. I think a bond. Right you too. One of the top five rock songs of all time. You know what it is. But I still. 

 [00:30:23] Haven't found. What I'm looking for. You know this question. Who is it you want. 

 [00:30:32] There's this question is not just the middle of these 14 versus it's not just the middle of the Gospel of John which it is the very first words out of Jesus mouth and the Gospel of John is what is it you're looking for it's speaking to the disciples early disciples hoodie. 

 [00:30:48] Who do you want you go all the way to the garden when Mary sees Jesus thinking He's the gardener I ask you to underline the phrase What question does Mary ask. 

 [00:30:58] Or does Jesus ask Mary Who are you looking for. It's the question that permeates the Gospel of John. Who. Who are you looking for. I won't ask you. 

 [00:31:10] Who are you looking for. Who are you looking for. 

 [00:31:18] How we know the answer to that question. Because there's no way to know the answer to that question for each and every one of us. 

 [00:31:26] What we're looking for who we're looking for. What we're trying to find who we're trying to find. I'll tell you what you show me the way you spend your time. You spend your money. And you spend your words and I can tell you who and what you're looking for. Chew on that one. That's how we know who and what we're looking for. The way we spend our time the way we spend our money. The way we spend our words. 

 [00:31:56] Jesus is coming back. Jesus is in control. 

 [00:32:00] And Jesus is calling John wrote this Gospel so that we would believe that Jesus is the Christ the son of the living God and that by believing we would have life in his name Jesus we come to you right now and we humble ourselves. 

 [00:32:18] Before your Holy Throne and we say right now your name Jesus Your name is victory Lord Jesus your name. Is is going to sound out from the heavens. 

 [00:32:33] Maybe sooner than we think with the trumpet call of God. Jesus we humble ourselves before you. 

 [00:32:40] Right now we worship you. We thank you that you love us gave yourself for us Jesus even right now we come to the cross and we say we believe. 

 [00:32:51] We believe we're looking for you and it's in your name Jesus we pray. A man. 

