9-2-2018 The way of Life

 [00:00:10] This morning as we gathered here in Baker over in the sanctuary maybe live streaming or watching online. It is a good day it's a good day to be in the presence of the Lord. 

 [00:00:20] It's a good day to have a church picnic. Today is our church picnic. 

 [00:00:24] Today at four o'clock and we're not only going to be having some good food but really celebrating some some baptisms. And we'd like to get a little capsule or video of those getting baptized. Here's Ashley I want you to see Ashley's video. She's gonna be baptized later this afternoon. 

 [00:00:43] Hi I'm Ashley Winters and I'm 19 years old. I was fortunate enough to grow up in a Christian home so Christ was introduced to me at a really young age and because of that I accepted him into my life and I was just five. So the belief I started as a young child has now grown into something that I live by as a young adult and as I've matured and grown as a person so has my faith that's been brought to deeper levels just through different experiences that I've gone through. I've always struggled my whole life with worrying and just about things that are out of my control and God's taught me a really valuable lesson about that recently through a way that I never would have thought possible. In December 2017 my grandfather passed away and that was a really hard time for. Me and my family and. Through that whole experience God showed me that he is able to comfort and provide in ways that I. 

 [00:01:39] Never would have imagined possible. And he stood by my side through the whole grieving process and just brought me. Peace through the whole situation. So I learned through that that. No matter what happens in the future. I have nothing to be anxious about because. He will stand by my side for. Me. I want to be baptized today because Jesus commands his followers to be baptized. 

 [00:02:00] And I want to be obedient to the call he speaks to my life. Good. Thanks Ashley. 

 [00:02:09] You know she she expressed with her own heart and words exactly how we all feel didn't she. How the struggle that we all have with worry and anxiety I so appreciate the song we sang here in Baker a little bit ago about just that it's so easy to borrow trouble from yesterday or from tomorrow and Ashley said you know she has learned that God is able to provide and comfort in ways that I never thought that she never thought was possible and that is exactly what we are looking at today. Turn with me please. To John Chapter 14 John Chapter 14 I'm going to read for you the whole chapter. I will tell you that for those of you that that checked out the cover of The Bulletin and said that that today's passage is John 13 39 to 14 31 we had some folks at the first service that were really struggling because they were still looking like 20 minutes later for John 13 39. And that's because it doesn't exist. So that's a typo. All right don't. We're not using a Bible that you are unaware of. 

 [00:03:21] So 14 1. Don't let your heart be troubled. 

 [00:03:28] Jesus said he's in the upper room by the way just to set the stage. We've been making our way through John Jesus is now gathering with his disciples. Judas just left. Jesus said whatever you're going to do he knows what he's gonna do what you're going to do. Go do it quickly and that is to kind of spring the trap to put the whole arrest and ultimately crucifixion into motion. Jesus has just looked at Peter and said Peter you are going to betray me before the sun comes up. Deny that you even know me. 

 [00:04:02] And then we move into Chapter 14 where he then says but guys don't let your hearts be troubled you believe in God believe also in me. 

 [00:04:14] From my father's house has many rooms. 

 [00:04:18] Jesus is now shifting from lower storey to upper storey isn't he. He's saying you know what. Yeah. It's not always gonna be easy here but let me just give you a glimpse. 

 [00:04:28] My father's house has many rooms if that were not so would I have told you that I'm going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for use talking about heaven. 

 [00:04:41] Kingdom of God. I will come back. 

 [00:04:44] It's the return of Jesus and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. What amazing news and then he says you know the way to the place where I'm going and I almost can feel him pointing to himself. But Thomas said Lord we don't know where you're going. So how can we know the way. Jesus said It's me. 

 [00:05:10] I am the way the truth and the life no one comes to the Father except through me. If you really know me you will know my father as well. From now on you do know him you have seen him. Philip chimes in large show us the father that will be enough. Jesus said oh don't you know me Philip. Even after I've been among you for these three years anyone who has seen me has seen the father were made of exactly the same DNA. God stuff. How can you say show us the father. Don't you believe that I am in the father and that the father is in me. 

 [00:05:51] The words I say to you I don't speak on my own authority. 

 [00:05:54] Rather you're hearing the father speaking through me living in me doing his work believe in me when I say that I am in the father the father is in me at least believe the evidence of the very works that I have done. These are not the works of mere humanity. The father is at work in me. 

 [00:06:16] Truly I tell you whoever believes in me will in fact do the works I've been doing. 

 [00:06:24] In fact they'll do even greater things than these because I'm going to the father and and I will do whatever you ask in my name so that the father may be glorified in this son. You may ask me for anything in my name. I'll do it. 

 [00:06:39] If you love me. Keep my commandments. 

 [00:06:42] I'll ask a father and he'll give you another advocate. OK. Jesus is now introducing even some more intense teaching on the unity of the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit the holy trinity. And he's saying just as the father is in me I am going to breathe and send the Holy Spirit into you. I'll ask the father he'll give you another advocate to help you to be with you forever. 

 [00:07:09] The spirit capital S Holy Spirit. We call him of truth. 

 [00:07:14] The world can't accept them because it neither sees them nor knows them. But you know him for he lives with you and will be in you. 

 [00:07:25] I'll not leave you as orphans. I mean that's exactly how these guys are feeling this night because Jesus said I'm leaving I'm going away. They literally felt like orphans orphans. I'm not gonna leave you as orphans. I will come to you. Before long the world will not see me anymore. You'll see me because I live. You also will live on that day you will realize that I am in my father and you are in me and I am and you whoever has my commandments and keeps them is the one who loves me no one who loves me will be loved by my father and I too will love them and show myself to them. Then Jude is not a scary. He's already left said. But Lord. Why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world. 

 [00:08:11] Jesus said Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. 

 [00:08:17] My father will love them and we father and I will come to them and through the spirit make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own. They belong to the Father who sent me. All this I have spoken while still with you but the advocate the holy spirit whom the Father will send in my name will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have studied. 

 [00:08:48] Peace. 

 [00:08:49] I'm leaving with you my peace I give to you I don't give as the world gives don't let your heart be troubled Don't be afraid you've heard me say I am going away and I'm coming back to you if you loved me you would be glad that I'm going to my father for the father is greater than I am I've told you now before it happened so that when it does you will believe I will not say much more do you for the prince of this world. Satan is coming Judas is already fetching him he's told he has no hold over me but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the father and do exactly what my father has commanded me. 

 [00:09:32] Come on now it's time to go. Let us leave. 

 [00:09:37] I'll tell you if we could wrap all of this chapter up into one word. For me it's the word hope. Jesus even though he's declaring that he's leaving he's going away to the father he's going to leave them even though he's talking about really ultimately all that Judas is doing and how Satan is now coming and the arrest and all that's happening. Jesus is saying I give you hope. Do not let your hearts be troubled and he begins by saying my father's house has many rooms. 

 [00:10:11] I borrow a guitar Nathan grinds your guitar. All right. You are plugged in. How many of you know we're good in. How many of you know the Audio Adrenaline. 

 [00:10:21] Do I. Now you have a pic. 

 [00:10:29] Yeah. 

 [00:10:32] How many of you know the old ordered Audio Adrenaline song right. Hank. 

 [00:10:42] My his house. I'll put it up if you don't know it. Tango. So. 

 [00:10:56] Tell me about. Lots and lots of. 

 [00:11:06] Be. John. How about those Penn State in Italy lions. By the way. 

 [00:11:14] Oh my goodness. Cause right. Well we can play food. Big. 

 [00:11:20] House. That's my father's house. Good good good good. All right. OK. Thank you Nathan. Oh. Well that's exactly where this song comes from John 14. Jesus said I am going to prepare a place for you now. 

 [00:11:45] To shift gears from that great joy and jubilation just to tell a quick story about the fact that 10 years ago this year a man named Stephens Steven Curtis Chapman his wife Mary Beth they had a little girl named Maria Sue and Maria Sue five years old adopted from China and she had been learning that song the auto adrenaline Audio Adrenaline song in preschool. And you know come and go with me. And it really was walking around in her heart and in her mind and and then one day in fact we know the day of Steven Curtis wrote a song called February 20th February 20th and listened to the lyrics of this song. If you don't know three months after this day February 20th Maria was struck by a car. Her older brother was driving it a horrible accident in their driveway and she was killed right there in front or in back of the Chapman's house at the age of five. But listen to these words that Stephen wrote February 20th 2008 on the floor with her mom putting her shoes on getting ready for another day February 20th. She says Mom is it true. Does God really have a big big house. Does it really have a lot of rooms. 

 [00:13:06] And she says I really really want to go there and I said Why don't we just talk to him and that's what we did on February 20th. I did my best to explain how it is that we all go to be with God how it was the savior came February 20th. 

 [00:13:23] If it's true what he said God Himself sang along with the beautiful song of rejoicing in heaven. 

 [00:13:29] She said Jesus please come and live in my heart. And someday Can I come live with you. 

 [00:13:36] We could never have imagined she'd be going there so soon so soon. 

 [00:13:42] God only knows everything that happened in that moment. God only knows what he whispered to her heart. God only knows just how thankful I will always be that he gave her mom and me. 

 [00:13:56] February 20th. 

 [00:14:00] Hope is really what this truth. What John. Chapter 13. I'm sorry John Chapter 14 is all about and yet it's couched in the reality that it's not easy. Life has so many struggles this whole chapter centers in the promise that Jesus is the one who gives us comfort. Not only in his future return and yes church he is coming back and in the promise of heaven. But also each and every day through the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. That's what this chapter is all about and I want to make three simple points today. We're going to cruise through this. There's a big difference between trouble and a troubled heart. We should expect trouble but we we never have to be overwhelmed by a troubled heart. Jesus said in Matthew 5 he said The Lord causes the sun to rise on the evil in the good and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. You know what. Bad things happen to all of us. James Chapter One Consider it pure joy my brothers whenever you face trials of many kinds that doesn't say if. Right. We know that and I'm going to tell you right now whenever you know life is full of whenever you're probably going to have twenty nine whenever between now and supper tonight. All right you are you're sitting here is Nathan even described earlier in the Baker service about the fact that that the worship team as they were thinking of the song they were gonna sing of God's hope we're sharing with each other and praying about all the struggles in their lives. I mean I mean I make a little light of this you know twenty nine whenever between now and supper. But yeah really seriously and I want to give you a few verses that just help us even though the fall really messed things up for all of us. We live in a fallen and broken world. We should expect trouble but we never have to be overwhelmed. Here's the point by a troubled heart. Deuteronomy 31 if you're struggling only give you five versus right now write these down and go back and meditate on these verses okay. If you're really going through a dark time right now Deuteronomy 31 8 the Lord himself goes before you and we'll be there with you. 

 [00:16:33] He goes before you. And we'll be there with you. 

 [00:16:39] He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid. Do not be discouraged. Praise the Lord and in Joshua chapter 1 verse 9. God said to Joshua have I not commanded you. Be strong and courageous. Don't be afraid. 

 [00:16:55] Don't be discouraged for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go wherever you go Psalm 23 verse 4. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death you are with me your rod your staff they comfort me look over at some 130 138 verse 7 though I walk in the midst of trouble. 

 [00:17:21] You preserve my life. You stretch out your hand against me or against the anger of my foes and with your right hand. You say me even in the middle of trouble. And lastly I want to give a fifth verse Isaiah 41 verse 10. I learned this these words through a scripture song back when I was in high school. So do not fear for I am with you. Do not be dismayed for I am your God. Surely I will strengthen you. Surely I will help you. 

 [00:17:53] Surely I will uphold you with my righteous right hand to which as a high school said I get I said I know you will but who's surely right. OK. But. 

 [00:18:05] Jesus knew that both he and his disciples were headed into some extremely turbulent Whitewater. He knew it. That's that's the context of of this chapter. It's like they're in a whitewater boat and they're getting there you can hear the rapids ahead. And Jesus is shouting over the roar of the rapids knowing what this night is going to contain and what the cross is going to mean. And the shouting and the crucify him and all that's going to happen in the next twelve hours. He knew that both he and his disciples were heading into extreme white water. And yet what did he say Amplified Bible John 14 Verse 1. Don't let your heart be troubled or afraid or cowardly believe confidently in God. Trust in Him. Have faith in him and then hold on to your faith rely on it. Keep going. 

 [00:18:59] And believe also in me. 

 [00:19:02] We're gonna deal with trouble but there's a big difference between experiencing trouble and having a troubled heart. Second of all there's a big difference between not knowing the way and being lost. You catch that big difference between not knowing the way and being lost. We should expect uncertainty in the journey but we never have to experience being lost. 

 [00:19:29] I told you we're having some baptisms this afternoon film some baptism videos. Lynn Ostler filmed this a number of days ago having no idea what I was preaching on and how this would even fit. Listen to what Lynn said in her baptism testimony about never being lost and how Jesus is always with. 

 [00:19:50] Good morning. My name is Lynn Ostler. I don't ever remember a time in my life when Jesus wasn't in my life. 

 [00:19:58] Ever since I was little my grandmother used to take me to church and I remember Sunday school. And you know Jesus loves me and I know that's true because when I was six years old. I was a part of a playground group and we went to the pool and at the end of the day I went out and they were gone. So. Cell phones weren't available then so I just started walking. My grandmother lived over by the hospital so I just started walking figure if I could find the hospital I can find grandma's house. So. Along the way. If I'd ask a question Where am I going. Am I going in the right direction. Somebody would be there doing their lawn walking their dog whatever. Pointing me in the right direction. And that has been the basis of my life. Anytime there's ever been a problem I just ask a question and something shows me the way. So now. I want to get baptized. 

 [00:20:59] Because all of my life Jesus has been walking with me. And now I want to walk with him now. 

 [00:21:06] Awesome thanks be to God. Thank you Lynn. 

 [00:21:09] Thomas said to him Lord we don't know where you are going so how can we know the way Jesus said I am the way I am the truth I am the light no one comes to the Father but through me but there's here's what you have to learn. Church each and every day we have to trust him for our next step. Just trust him for our next step. You know we get so overwhelmed when we think of the bigger big YOU NO TRUST HIM FOR THE NEXT STEP. Today makes me think of the scene out of Indiana Jones and The Last Crusade. It's the scene with The Invisible Bridge where we're Indiana Jones has to cross over and he can't see the bridge but he has to step out into the darkness and as he does. The bridge appears. That's what Jesus is saying to us today we walk by faith and not by sight. Second Corinthians 5 7 Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path doesn't say his word shows us everything no. His word is a lamp to our feet. Every step we take Proverbs 3 5 and 6 out of the message. Trust God from the bottom of your heart. Don't try to figure out everything on your own. Listen to God's voice in everything you do. 

 [00:22:34] Say that again. Listen to God's voice. In every lesson for God's voice in everything you do everywhere you go. He's the one who will keep you on track. 

 [00:22:46] Yes we should expect uncertainty in the journey but we never have to experience being lost. Thirdly there is a big difference between being without the company of those we love. 

 [00:23:01] And being all alone. There are many of you listening to me right now. That are without the company. Of someone you love. No doubt about it. 

 [00:23:12] But there's a big difference between being without the company of someone or those we love. 

 [00:23:19] And being all alone there might be times when we're on our own. But as believers we are never alone. 

 [00:23:29] Never alone. 

 [00:23:31] Listen to what Bree Zook had to say about that. Again filming her baptism video. No idea what I was sharing in this sermon and look how God put all of this together. 

 [00:23:45] Hello my name is Barry Isaac and I'm 20 years old. I was blessed to be born in a Christian home with a mom dad and a brother. So I was around fourth grade when I really understood what Jesus had done for me on the cross for my sins. It wasn't until high school until I realized that I had salvation with Christ but not for Christ. I had a good life but not a god life. When I was in high school my friends and family encouraged me. To try out for the youth worship team. I didn't make the team. But at the time the youth leader told me that I wasn't confident enough to be on the team. I was really hurt and mad at God. For letting me go through that. Just to let me down. So I prayed during that next year. To. 

 [00:24:47] See what I should do. It was on my mind and it was on my heart that I should do that for him. So I tried out the next year and I made the team. So fast forward to summer sneak. I helped with a workshop and I was a leader. 

 [00:25:07] Markman senior was our speaker about and during one of his sessions. He was talking about the two word testimonies. One word. Before Christ. And one word. After phrase. I wrote down that I was fearful. Two. 

 [00:25:27] Fearless. Before I've been. Afraid. To meet in front of people on stage. When I say because I thought. I was a. But. Then I realized. God was with me the whole time and I shouldn't be afraid of. Me. In. 

 [00:25:47] Bad times because I want it to be publicly. I mean price follow. Through. We celebrate the Lord. 

 [00:26:01] You know I that's that's the message for you today. You're not alone. 

 [00:26:06] Versus 15 through 18 here In John 14. Jesus said If you love me keep my commands I will ask the Father and He will give you another advocate to help you. 

 [00:26:16] And to be with you forever. The Holy Spirit. 

 [00:26:20] I'll be with you I'll be in you I won't leave you all of this I have spoken. Jesus said while still with you but the Holy Spirit the advocate whom my father will send in my name will teach you all things. 

 [00:26:34] And remind you of everything I've said to you. Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you does not like the world gives. Let your heart be troubled. Don't be afraid. That's the message of John 14. 

 [00:26:50] It's what we're hearing today. When you put your trust in Jesus the advocate the Holy Spirit lives with you and will be in you filling you with the peace of Jesus Christ. Don't let your heart be troubled and do not be afraid. 

 [00:27:06] I won't invite you to back with me here in this room over in the sanctuary at home even where you're out wherever you are. Bow your head your heart. 

 [00:27:15] Jesus. We confess to you. 

 [00:27:19] Our struggle our fear. Lord we thank you for Bria who just put to words what so many of us feel. Before Christ. Fearful afraid feeling alone lost discouraged. And yet Lord in Christ. Fear Less. Fear lest Jesus or we get so caught up living what Brian talked about as a good life. But what we don't live is a a God life. Lord Jesus we pray right now by your spirit. You will fill us. Lord we confess to you our struggles every one of us. Lord we. Have so many things that. 

 [00:28:03] We're dealing with. 

 [00:28:05] God they distract us. Forgive us for borrowing trouble from yesterday and trouble from tomorrow. Help us right now. Jesus right here. To just pour out our heart to you and allow your Holy Spirit to touch us our hearts heedless comfort us. 

 [00:28:24] To truly be given peace not as the world gives Jesus but as you give. We trust you right now for your peace. Phyllis you are the way you are the truth you are the life we give ourselves to you. Jesus. 

