8-5-2018 Blinded by the Life

 [00:00:11] Today I am so encouraged so encouraged to be home. Great to be back after a couple of weeks of vacation so encouraged by the Haiti video. Wasn't that awesome to see what God is doing through our students. In fact speaking of if you're over in the sanctuary I want you to know that here in Baker we had students all students leading in worship this morning and not just that they were leading in worship but these students are like on fire for the Lord. I want you to know that it's awesome. 

 [00:00:46] McKenna McKenna of Flint. 

 [00:00:48] She's the Drum Major a cashes this coming fall and shining her light for Jesus at cashes. Mike I guess he's going into eighth grade eighth grade. That's what how old were you and Mike are you in the house. Healthy 13 13 years old up here leading us in worship. A love that. And and Kate and John Jonathan shown either up you were leading worship almost every week in various ways and and to have Bryce Mensa. Bryce has been an intern this last year. Every video you've seen at King Street for the last year Bryce has produced. He just spent a few weeks out in Redding California at at training in technology and worship leading and and videographer. He was out in Redding California fact I think I heard Bryce you in the house where you had Bryce you in here. Bryce did I hear that the house you stayed in in Redding burnt down just days after you left it did. 

 [00:01:49] Wow that's real. 

 [00:01:51] So he was out there for a few weeks staying in a home with a family and just days after he left the fire blew through Redding and burned his house down. Wow. But praise God that God's working in your heart and then my son. Yeah. And I just got to give a shout out to my son Mitchell who interned in worship this summer was on the drums and and is heading off to major in worship ministry put our whole set together today and is leading so isn't that exciting. 

 [00:02:21] Oh I forgot I got forgot one hand or you at Hannah. Hannah. 

 [00:02:25] Hannah went off to Russia earlier this summer to be with our Russia mission team working with orphans that are transitioning into life. And you're going back are you not. 

 [00:02:36] You're heading back when. 

 [00:02:39] August 25 she's going back to Russia. So yeah let's give it up for these guys. I love it. Exciting. So it is good to be home after a few weeks of vacation. I like to show a few pictures. Here we are. As anyone ever been to the Furnace Creek Visitor Center can you guess where this is. It's called Death Valley. That's right. Literally the hottest place on earth the hottest recorded temperatures and the hottest. Average temperatures on Earth. And you know what it's actually pretty remarkably beautiful. It's. Well I'll tell you talk about an opposite place to Franklin County you know in terms of here it's green and lush and rolling and my goodness is it Stark out there. But yeah it was a it was a nice cool hundred and twenty three the day we were in Death Valley and then we went up to the sequoias which is really actually as the crow flies just a couple hundred miles from Death Valley just up into the Sierras. We saw these trees you know those are the sequoias. They are the largest living things on earth right there. That middle tree is the Sherman tree the largest living thing on earth. And these trees wrap the wrap your mind around these trees started growing at the time of Moses. Thirty five hundred years ago can you even fathom that. That's Un believable. And it was. It was amazing. Here we are up in on Griffith Observatory overlooking L.A.. Someone asked me this morning if I came home with a tattoo and you know a beaded goatee like our brother Matt. Not that you have beads but now the answer is No I did not note no tattoo. But you know dude it was. We had a great time. So it was I was L.A. and then Grand Canyon we spent a couple of days in the Grand Canyon just taken in the beauty of that place. So we just. It was great. It was a blessing and I loved it pushing it. Appreciate Pastor Ron Cooke and Pastor Jay Brown bring in the word these last couple of weeks as well so take your Bibles if you would or your handhelds here in Baker. Those of you over in the sanctuary maybe you're watching online but I would love it if you would join me in your word in your Bibles open them up bring them with you to hear here at church pull them out if you're watching at home and. But I really want us to dig into the word today and we are making our way through the Gospel of John were to the last 14 chapters of the 12th chapter. 

 [00:05:12] Let me read them for us and then we'll take some time to really dig into them even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence they still would not believe in him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet. Lord who is believed our message and to whom is the arm of the Lord been revealed. That's Isaiah 53 one for this reason they could not believe because as Isaiah says elsewhere in Chapter 6 9 and 10 he has blinded their eyes and harden their hearts so that they can neither see with their eyes or understand with their hearts nor turn and I would heal them. 

 [00:05:58] My goodness what an offer. 

 [00:06:00] Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus glory and spoke about him. Six hundred years before Jesus came to this earth Isaiah saw his glory. Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him but because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue for they loved human praise more than praise from God. Then Jesus cried out. 

 [00:06:34] Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only but in the one who sent me the one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me. I have come into the world as a light so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. If anyone hears my words but does not keep them. 

 [00:06:55] I do not judge them for I did not come into the world to judge the world but to save the world. 

 [00:07:01] But there is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words. The very words I have spoken will condemn them on the last day for I did not speak on my own. But the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the father has told me to say. 

 [00:07:33] Word of the Lord today I want us to understand where this is in the flow of the entire Gospel of John because I really think it helps us. Kind of brings to light shines a real spotlight onto these onto these words. Let me give you an overview of the Gospel of John all right it breaks down into five major sections five major sections. The first is Chapter 1. John 1 which is the prologue which is John's introduction to this whole gospel right in the beginning was the word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning all things were created through him by him all things were created. The light has come into the world right. It's just glorious and majestic and that's how John introduces his gospel and then transitions in that first chapter into John the Baptist pointing us to Jesus and then we see six of the first disciples James and John Peter and Andrew Barber Nathaniel and Philip who then follow Jesus. That's the first chapter. It's the introduction then chapters two through 12 is the public ministry of Jesus which really spans three years all the way from chapter to where Jesus turns water into wine up at a wedding in kina of Galilee and and then John in these next eleven chapters just kind of walks us through some some very specific scenarios right the wedding and of Jesus meeting with Nicodemus under the cover of darkness in Jerusalem in chapter three Jesus healing. I'm sorry speaking to a woman at a well in Samarra. Chapter 4 Chapter 5 Jesus back in Jerusalem healing a lame man by the pool of Bethesda. Chapter 6 Jesus feeding the 5000 and then declaring that he is the bread of life. And then Chapter Seven eight nine and 10 take place in one weekend the Feast of Tabernacles which was basically Thanksgiving before Easter of the Easter that Jesus was crucified the fall harvest festival was the Feast of Tabernacles where for four chapters Jesus goes back and forth with the Pharisees in chapter seven through 10 then in Chapter 11 leading into Palm Sunday Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead and says I am the resurrection and the life and then marches into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and then we come here to Chapter 12 The end of the chapter where Jesus preaches a sermon and then John tells us what he tells us here in well then we get to chapters 13 through 17 that's where we're headed next Sunday and it's it's five chapters that that basically describe about five hours in the life of Jesus it's in the upper room and it's called the farewell discourse that Jesus gives his disciples in the upper room and then we see in chapters 18 19 and 20 the crucifixion the arrest the resurrection and the appearing of Jesus to many different people and then John concludes in chapter twenty one with Jesus reinstating Peter right Peter had denied three times that he knew Jesus the night he was arrested and the night before his crucifixion and three times Jesus says to Peter in chapter twenty one Simon son of John do you love me Do you love me Do you love me. So this is the flow of John and here we are in chapter twelve and I want you to see that because I want you to understand that these last 14 verses of chapter 12 are the culmination of Jesus public ministry. This is John now kind of summarizing really three years of of the ministry of Jesus and his messianic What signs. John makes a big deal about signs signs that point. Who exactly who Jesus is and what he said is true and that he is the son of God in fact in John twenty thirty and thirty one John said Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples that I haven't recorded here but these I have written for you seven very specific signs so that you might believe that Jesus is the Messiah the Son of God and that by believing you might have life in his name. So we now are wrapping up this public ministry of Jesus and as he comes to the end of his public ministry John I really think seems troubled by one pressing question. 

 [00:12:40] And it's this question why. Why are so few people. 

 [00:12:47] Believing in Jesus and I have to say as I read this I almost feel in John a little bit of frustration as he asks this question why. Why is this happening fact. Look at chapter 12 verse 37. Go back and look at the first verse of this section. John is now kind of really talking to us. Very not very often does John kind of pull away as the apostle and just speak to us and kind of give a narration but he does here he says even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence they still would not believe in him. There were so few that were believing in so many that weren't. But I want to tell you as we read through the Bible cover to cover this isn't the first time that people fail to believe and it won't be the last fact I was really struck by the fact that at the conclusion of many of the ministries of the great men of God in scripture in the Bible as they wrap up their ministry it seems that so many of them have the very exact same sense in their heart. Why why in fact Moses let me show you a few examples just just to point them out to keep your finger there and John. But Luke with me back at Deuteronomy Matthew in Genesis Exodus Leviticus Numbers and Deuteronomy These are the the books of Moses and Deuteronomy is is basically a collection of three sermons by Moses as he wraps up his life and ministry. He's one hundred and twenty years old. He's addressing the nation of Israel several million of them before Moses goes up on Mt. Nebo and dies and they then are taken under Joshua's leadership into the Promised Land. But this is the last sermon Joshua Deuteronomy twenty nine is the last sermon of Moses and he says this look at chapter twenty nine verse to Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them preached to them. This last message. Your eyes have seen all that the Lord did in Egypt to Pharaoh to all his officials and to all his land. You see your eyes have seen this. You have lived this yourself with your own eyes. You saw all those great trials those signs and great wonders right. 

 [00:15:25] This splitting of the Red Sea and and the manna and and the quail that would come and all the many the water from a rock and all the things that God has been doing you've seen this Moses is saying to these people but to this day the Lord has not given you a mind that understand or eyes that see or ears that hear you. 

 [00:15:52] There is frustration. You have seen what God has done. 

 [00:15:57] What more could God do for you than to provide manna for you every single morning of your life. And yet in your heart you don't get it. You're failing to understand who God really is. 

 [00:16:12] And then in fact look at how Moses concludes the sermon looked over a Chapter 30 verse eleven. He said Now what I'm commanding you see there's a conclusion to this sermon. You have a choice to make. He's saying what I'm commanding you to do. It's not too difficult for you. This is a sermon you can wrap your mind around you don't have to go across the sea to try to figure this out. No my words this message this truth is right beside you. OK. It's in your mouth. It's in your heart so that you may obey it see that I'm setting before you today day life and prosperity. 

 [00:16:48] Death and destruction. 

 [00:16:50] For I command you today to love the Lord your God to walk in obedience to keep his commands decrees and laws. 

 [00:16:58] Then you will live. Moses is saying you've got a choice and yet what do we hear in Moses heart as he concludes his life in ministries like. You guys you just you just don't get it. And the same thing is true. Turn with me over to Acts Chapter 28. I want you to think about Paul the Apostle Paul. I found this really interesting that as Paul concludes his ministry just you know as we wrap up the book of Acts the story is that that Paul has been he's appealed to Caesar for a trial and he's been brought to Rome. It's been a long journey. You got shipwrecked and all kinds of crazy things and he gets to Rome he's in under house arrest but it's minimum security so he can meet with people. And it says here in Acts 28 that just days after he arrived in Rome he called together the Jewish leaders that were there in Rome and they in fact said Look at verse 21 you know what. We haven't received any letters from Judea about you. We don't quite know who you are. None of our people have come from there has reported or said anything about you. Sure Paul is like Oh well great. But we want to hear what your views are. 

 [00:18:16] We want to hear what people everywhere are saying against this sect that you're representing Christianity and they arranged to meet Paul on a certain day verse 23 and came even in large numbers to the place where he was staying. Paul then witnessed to them all day long morning till evening explaining about the Kingdom of God from the Law of Moses and the prophets and he tried to persuade them about Jesus but look at verse twenty four. Some were convinced by what he said but others would not believe right. 

 [00:18:53] So he gets to to the end of this day with these folks and they just they refuse to believe they disagreed among themselves. They began to leave after Paul made his final statements and you know what his final statements were. He quoted Isaiah chapter six versus one through ten. Interestingly it's the very same thing that we see John referring to in chapter twelve. Look with me quickly turn with me to Isaiah six if you don't mind writing them kind of the heart of the major prophets of the Old Testament Isaiah chapter six. And I want you to see what's going on here because this is what Paul and John both refer to when they when they think about their frustration about people not receiving the message of truth eternal life and the account here in chapter six describes Isaiah at the beginning of his ministry. And he is given a vision. He is taken up into heaven itself and is allowed to see the throne room of God which by the way John Chapter 12 tells us. John tells us that Isaiah six hundred years before Jesus came. At Christmas Isaiah is seeing Jesus and he's seeing the throne room and he says you know I saw the Lord High and lifted up the train of his robe filled the temple. 

 [00:20:23] And he says there was such glory and splendor. There were angels flying all around crying Holy Holy Holy is the Lord Almighty the earth is filled with Jesus glory. And at the sound of their voices door posts and thresholds shook. I mean this is a vision of Jesus. Before he even came as a baby. Woe to me. Isaiah cries I'm ruined. I mean I just can't even stand to be in the presence of this almighty God. And then one of the angels flew to me with a live coal in his hand and he touched my mouth and he said Your guilt is taken away and then I heard a voice saying who shall I send who will go for us the Holy Trinity Father Son and Spirit who will go and then Isaiah says I will. 

 [00:21:16] I'll go I'll do it. 

 [00:21:19] I have seen who you are. I understand your glory. I want everyone to know and then right then verses nine and 10. 

 [00:21:29] God then says this. Go and tell this people. 

 [00:21:34] Be ever hearing but never understanding. Be ever seeing but never perceiving. 

 [00:21:41] God is saying do I say you're going to go and preach the truth. You're going to tell people in Isaiah had a 50 year ministry. 

 [00:21:49] For 50 years you're going to tell people about. About the glory of God and you know what. 

 [00:21:54] The more you tell them the less they're going to believe it the more you tell them the less they're going to understand. In fact your message. I believe this is the right interpretation. It's going to make the heart of this people calloused. It's going to make their ears dull and close their eyes. 

 [00:22:12] They're gonna shut out the truth otherwise right. He might see with Iraqis they might hear with their ears they might understand with their hearts. And they might turn and be saved. They might open their arms but God is saying to Isaiah Isaiah This is not going to be easy. It's gonna be hard. Because you're gonna spend your whole life telling people about who I am and it's going to harden their hearts not open their hearts and yet I think this. I think that this message that God gave to Isaiah actually was an encouragement to John and to Paul. I think that's why they quoted him because here they are coming to the end of Jesus public ministry and and Paul coming to the end of his life and ministry and both of them quote Isaiah to say this was never going to be easy. This was never. 

 [00:23:15] Going to go well the reality is even though people hear the truth and see God at work. Sadly reality is many just won't believe. Which you know what. Actually as we even read John it's not really a surprise. Look back at chapter one I put it on the screen the true light. This is way back in the prologue. The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world right. 

 [00:23:47] The very same elevated awesome Jesus that Isaiah saw six hundred years before Christmas was coming into the world. He was in the world and though the world was made through him. This takes us all the way back to Genesis 1 1. 

 [00:24:03] The world didn't recognize him. He came to that which was his own us humanity. 

 [00:24:10] But his own. Did not receive it. So this is no surprise. 

 [00:24:16] Fact the very thing that Mary heard when she dedicated Jesus in the temple when he was 40 days old she took him to be dedicated and a man named Simeon a prophet walked up to her and said to her right there in the temple blessed. They bless them any center. This child is destined to cause the rising and falling of many in Israel. 

 [00:24:43] Right out of the gate. Simeon is saying this is not going to be easy. 

 [00:24:50] And to be a sign that will be spoken against so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. That's what this is all about. The revealing of hearts. Where is your heart. 

 [00:25:03] In fact Simeon then said to marry and a sword will pierce your own soul too. What do you think Simeon was talking about. 

 [00:25:13] The cross you're going to stand there while your son gets pierced with a sword and it's gonna pierce your own heart. This was no surprise. 

 [00:25:24] This reality that people are going to reject the truth. Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount Matthew 7 said this entered through the narrow gate. 

 [00:25:37] For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction. And many enter through it but small as the gate and narrow the road of faith that leads to life in only a few find that I thought of this visually and you have the multitude of people and yet the reality is just a few will find the narrow gate. And we'll truly put their faith in Jesus. See with their eyes here with their ears. Understand with their hearts and believe who Jesus is. And many. 

 [00:26:10] Many just won't believe. Which brings us back to even when there is faith. 

 [00:26:18] Look at chapter 12. Back to John chapter 12 look at verse forty two and forty three. 

 [00:26:26] We read here that. Yet nevertheless at the same time many. 

 [00:26:35] Even among the leaders believed in him so there was amongst the leaders there was this inner voice this inner sense that Jesus was God. Many were were believing and yet but. 

 [00:26:54] Because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue for they loved human praise more than praise from God. 

 [00:27:10] That's. 

 [00:27:12] That's a pretty enlightening text actually I as I read a bunch of commentaries on this. It begs the question so were they saved. Were these people really OK. 

 [00:27:21] I mean yeah they believe that Jesus was the son of God that he he loved them and he he he came for them and that he came from God and that he was the the Messiah. And yet what they they didn't talk about it. 

 [00:27:34] They were shut down. Why. Because of fear. And I thought about what God said to us through Paul in Romans chapter 10. And here's the message. The message concerning faith that we proclaim if you declare with your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead you will be saved for it is with your heart you believe. See that's what. Many of these folks they got to that point. With your heart you believe and are justified and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. What does this teach us. 

 [00:28:23] It teaches us that we mean we need not only to believe in our hearts that Jesus is Lord but we have to make it public that it requires that we stand up for our faith and that we're not shut down. 

 [00:28:38] By fear or other wise and other excuses. Which really leads John to the bottom line. 

 [00:28:47] He comes to the bottom line of the public ministry of Jesus and he has Jesus simply declaring crying out as we see in verse 44. Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only being the one who sent me. For the one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me the bottom line is simply this. Jesus is the son of God and he is God. 

 [00:29:15] That's the bottom line. 

 [00:29:17] That's the message that we have in these 11 chapters of his public ministry. Jesus is saying I am the son of God and I am God. 

 [00:29:28] And then he says in versus 47 and 48. If anyone here is my words. But does not keep them. I don't judge them. 

 [00:29:40] I didn't come to judge the world. I came to save the world. But there is a judge my father for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words. These very words that I'm speaking to you right here right now in this moment will condemn them at the last day. The bottom line is simply this to believe in Jesus is salvation. 

 [00:30:11] To reject Jesus is judgment. Which leads me to the question is I close where's your heart. Where is your heart with Jesus. 

 [00:30:26] Do you truly trust Jesus as your lord and savior. Are you making that public. I ask the question What is your why. 

 [00:30:38] What's your why. 

 [00:30:40] For those that don't truly believe that Jesus is the son of God and put their faith in him there there has to be a why for some as we see it's fear. 

 [00:30:54] Fear can shut us down from making our faith public from being willing to be all in maybe it's fear like it was for these leaders. How about hypocrisy. 

 [00:31:05] How many people are gonna stand in front of God one day and say you know what. I didn't buy all and I didn't I didn't put my faith because I I worked beside someone that called themselves a Christian and yet they were anything but a Christian right. 

 [00:31:22] What's your why is it hypocrisy that you see the hypocrisy of of the church or those that call themselves Christians. Maybe it's anger. You know I think for a lot of people anger is there why for not believing not truly putting their faith in God. 

 [00:31:40] And and that anger stems from a sense that God just hasn't been fair to me. I don't get it. Why did. Why did so-and-so have to die. Why did this have to happen. Why. Why all the evil in the world. Why why why. And it produces this kind of simmering sense of anger. 

 [00:32:01] Towards God. You know I think for others. Maybe you just haven't heard the truth. 

 [00:32:09] Maybe you just haven't heard the message that I am proclaiming today and that is simply this. Jesus is the son of God who loves you. Died on the cross for you took upon himself all of your sin. All of your shame. All of your everything in your heart that you think separates you from him. Jesus loves you so much that he died for you. And the bottom line truly is simply this. Belief I believe that Jesus is God believe that he loves you. That he died on the cross and profess that faith tell others. Make it known. Don't be shut down. Invite you to pray with me Jesus. This is the message of salvation. Or this is the truth. These words Lord Jesus. 

 [00:33:05] Really are the bottom line. 

 [00:33:09] And God I want to pray right now for anyone listening online here at King Street. Or anyone that is struggling to believe. Struggling to put their faith. 

 [00:33:23] Truly in you Jesus truly to to say I'm all in. I get it. I believe this. I really do. I've got some questions and I've got some things I'm struggling with and I still have some. So some things that I don't understand and yet Jesus. 

 [00:33:40] I believe. I believe you died for me I believe you love me. 

 [00:33:45] I believe you took my sins upon yourself and went to the cross. I believe you are the Messiah. I believe that I will stand in front of you one day and that my own works will not save me I cannot save myself. 

 [00:33:58] Jesus I need you. I need you in my heart. I need you in my life. And Lord I'm not afraid to tell that I'm not afraid to make that public. I want to be a disciple. I want to share this truth. This knowledge this relationship. That I have with you with other people. Lord I pray that right now I give you my heart. I give you my heart. Wash me clean. Fill me with your Spirit Jesus in your name. A man that let's stand. 

