8-12-2018 A Life that Serves

 [00:00:11] Morning church Good morning those of you here in the sanctuary. Those worshipping over in the Baker Center maybe you're online worshipping along at home or somewhere else in this world as I was worshipping in our our 8:00 o'clock service. The words from Hebrews chapter 12 just flashed in my mind. I want to share them with you as we begin our worship here today and it says this. Therefore since we are surrounded. 

 [00:00:40] By such a great cloud of witnesses the writer of Hebrews is talking about all of those who have gone on before us those saints of old. That he just finishes in Hebrews eleven telling us about. 

 [00:00:53] But I also think it means everyone around us right here those that are seated beside us worshipping along with us since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of worshipers and witnesses let us throw off every thing that hinders us the sin that so easily and tangles us right is not what we all have to deal with in our lives the sin that trips us up and then the writer of Hebrews says this and let us run with perseverance. 

 [00:01:26] The race that has marked out for us fixing our eyes on Jesus. Consider him. Who endured such opposition so that you do not lose heart. It's why we're here today to fix our eyes on Jesus and to consider Jesus and what he did and what he has taught us to do as we live out our lives. So turn with me please to John chapter 13 John Chapter 13 as we continue our life in his name series we are pretty much at a turning point in the Gospel of John where Jesus now turns the corner from his public ministry. The End of chapter 12 Jesus wraps up all of his public signs and all of his sermons to the crowds. And now he brings in his disciples into an upper room. And the next five chapters 13 14 15 16 and 17 take place over the span of about five hours on the night Thursday night before the Passover. And Jesus is in the upper room so let's look at this together it was just before the Passover. 

 [00:02:45] The festival of Passover. 

 [00:02:47] Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and when John talks about the hour yes it's that moment at to high noon when he would give his life and die on the cross. But when he says the hour he means this weekend all of the events surrounding his rejection and his arrest and his death his hour had come to leave this world and to go to the father having loved his own who were in the world. He loved them to the end and that's a reference specifically to the disciples who Jesus is now meeting with and teaching the evening meal is in progress. The Passover meal and the devil had already prompted Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray Jesus. 

 [00:03:37] Jesus knew that the father had put all things under his power then and that he had come from God and that he was returning to God Jesus even in this moment was reminded and knew that no matter what was happening around him the betrayal and and all of the course of events that was set into motion he knew his purpose right. 

 [00:03:58] That the father had put him put all things under his power that he had come from God. He was returning to God. So he got up from the meal took off his outer clothing. And wrapped a towel around his waist. 

 [00:04:12] Then he did something very unexpected. 

 [00:04:15] He poured water into a base and began to wash his disciples feet. Drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him to which his disciples in that moment said wait. What had to get that in there. I love that phrase. He came to Simon Peter. Who said to him Lord are you going to wash my feet. Jesus said you don't quite understand what I'm doing. Later you'll get it. No said Peter you will never wash my feet Jesus said well unless. I wash you you have no part with me Simonds Peter says. 

 [00:04:55] No not just my feet then but my hands and my head. You almost get the impression at this moment he's just like whatever it's total stream of consciousness right. Wow. Jesus said Those who have. 

 [00:05:11] Had a bath need only to wash their feet. This isn't about bathing. 

 [00:05:16] Their whole bodies clean and you are clean. Though not every one of you. It turns the corner here he says he knows you can just tell what's strong on Jesus heart and that's Judas. 

 [00:05:32] It was why he said not everyone was clean and when he had finished washing their feet. Even Judas. 

 [00:05:40] He put on his clothes and returned to his place. 

 [00:05:43] Do you understand what I've done for you. He asked them. You call me teacher and Lord. And yes you're right. That's who I am. But now that I your lord your teacher have washed your feet. You also should wash one another's feet. I've set you an example. 

 [00:06:02] That's what's going on here teaching. Do what I have done for you. Truly I tell you no servant is greater than his master or a messenger greater than the one sent him. 

 [00:06:14] Now you know these things you'll you're blessed if you do them. I'm not referring to all of you I know those I have chosen but this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture. 

 [00:06:25] He who shared my bread has turned against me. I'm telling you now before it happens. So that when it does happen right when Judas does sell me out. Later tonight. 

 [00:06:39] You'll believe that I am who I am truly I tell you whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me. All right as we think about this passage Jesus washing the feet of the disciples it is an account in the Gospels that we contend to kind of remember. Right. It's very unusual. 

 [00:07:05] And as I thought about just generally speaking kind of what's going on here. 

 [00:07:10] Actually I had a very unusual thought and I often happens to me when I'm preparing my sermons and I I thought about volleyball. OK. You didn't see that coming did you. 

 [00:07:21] This is actually I'm not. I played a little bit of volleyball through the years. I never got quite this good. This is an Olympic Olympic volleyball player and he's actually this is called a dig right. When someone from the other team spikes a ball and it's headed to the floor and if it hits the floor in the floor it's on it's a point for the other team. This is a dig but this kind of a dig where you try to get under the ball has a specific name and it's called the pancake. It's called the pancake. And if you watch a real high level game of volleyball every now and then you'll see someone that will not only dig the ball out but they'll they'll throw their hand underneath the ball just as it's going to hit the floor. And if you can get your hand underneath that ball before it hits the floor just a centimeter then it's a live ball. 

 [00:08:15] It's called the pancake maneuver where the whole goal of the pancake is just to get underneath that ball. Even it's at its lowest point. 

 [00:08:27] Another image that I had I'm a very visual person I thought about a spatula right. What's the job of a spatula. 

 [00:08:35] The job of a spatula is to get underneath everything else coming under neath everything. So later on when someone asked you what was the sermon about today say it was the spatula sermon. I do. 

 [00:08:52] I want us to think about this because this is what Jesus is teaching. He is calling his disciples to come underneath. 

 [00:09:02] Everything everyone. Everyone even in this case Jesus knew Judas would betray him and he washed his feet. 

 [00:09:13] And what we see here in this chapter is exactly really in a microcosm what is happening in the Gospel story big picture. If you're taking notes at home write these two arrows and arrow down and an arrow back up like a V. Because this if you really to think about the story of the Bible the gospel of the Bible this is the life of Jesus. This is how Jesus lived. Now we sing about this and a lot of different ways fact. Let me sing your song. 

 [00:09:45] Yeah thanks Steve. Let me sing your song. I was a youth pastor for 20 years right. But it was back in the 90s. So my music is very dated. 

 [00:09:58] But how many of you remember this song. I left your name on. You know sing along. I'm. So glad you. To say. 

 [00:10:20] Now. Think about this. You came from having to learn to show. All the way. From the to the cars. My. From the cross to the grave. From the. Gray. Sky. 

 [00:10:40] I live today. Right. And we think about that chorus. For points that represent. Thank you Steve. They represent these four points of this illustration right here. You came from heaven. To Earth. 

 [00:11:00] To show the way from the earth to the cross my debt to pay from the cross to the grave from the grave to the skies. 

 [00:11:08] Lord I lift your name on high. This is this is the life of Jesus illustrated where he left his heavenly through. This is the gospel it's the good news. 

 [00:11:20] It's really the story of the whole bible of redemption right. Creation perfection fall redemption and then re creation. 

 [00:11:31] It's the story of the Bible it's the gospel the good news it's the gospel of John. How we see the first 12 chapters of John. That really is the book of signs we've just making our way through the 12 chapters remember there's seven very clear signs that John outlines for us. These are the things that show us who Jesus is. Signs that point to his glory. He was the Word of God that that came into the darkness. And these these signs point to who he was. 

 [00:12:05] But now we turn a corner here in chapter 13 and that's really why I'm pointing this out. 

 [00:12:11] And a lot of ways because this is where we are in the Gospel of John because John 13 turns a corner and now the last chapters the last half of John is the book of glory where Jesus is now not only going to the cross but the cross is pointing this to his glory and to where he eventually ascends back to the throne. 

 [00:12:37] John 316 right. 

 [00:12:38] For God so loved the world that he gave his son whoever believes in Him should not perish but have life eternal. And it's this passage that we're looking at today. 

 [00:12:50] And it's right here. In fact I was really struck even by some of the commentaries that talk about how Jesus takes his outer garments off. Right. He takes his outer garments off. 

 [00:13:03] It's as if Jesus is leaving his heavenly throne and then he comes down and literally gets onto the floor onto his knees and he washes his disciples feet and then he puts his robes back on. It's like a microcosm of the gospel of the whole story of the Bible. But what Jesus is doing here at this moment in John Chapter 13 he is giving his disciples a master class on discipleship. 

 [00:13:38] As Jesus is now turning the corner and now heading to the cross and ultimately the Ascension and his his his resurrection and ascension he's giving them in this moment in time a master class on discipleship a master class literally technically as a small class for advanced students especially a class in performance skills. Going to ask you Do you want to be a disciple of Jesus. 

 [00:14:05] You want to be a disciple. You wanna make disciples. 

 [00:14:10] Then we have to pay attention to this lesson. Because it is at this critical moment in time that Jesus teaches this master class on discipleship and what is that lesson. It is the lesson of washing one another's feet and Jesus is saying this is your mind set. This is your mentality. This is your attitude. This is how you are to live your life. The Spatula sermon right coming underneath everyone. 

 [00:14:43] Everything. 

 [00:14:45] This is this is what it looks like to be a disciple. It's exactly what Paul says so beautifully Keep your finger in John 13. 

 [00:14:54] I just want us to see Philippians 2. It just needs to be read right here right now because this is the attitude of the or the mindset that we are to have. 

 [00:15:08] John 13 and Philippians 2 are like a hand and a glove. They they go together. 

 [00:15:13] Therefore Paul writes to us if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ any comfort from his love and a common sharing in the spirit any tenderness and compassion. Then make my joy complete. Be like minded have the same love. 

 [00:15:32] What kind of love. 

 [00:15:33] Well being one in spirit one in mind doing nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit rather in humility value others above yourself. 

 [00:15:46] You come underneath everything you value others the worth of others. And your mindset and your attitude is is above your own. 

 [00:15:58] Don't look to your own interests look to the interests of others and your relationships with one another. 

 [00:16:04] Have this same mindset as Jesus this same another translation says attitude a world view and what is that mindset that attitude. 

 [00:16:16] Well it's it's this story right who being in very nature. 

 [00:16:20] God did not consider equality with God. Something to be held onto or used to his own advantage. He made himself nothing took on the very nature of a servant was made in human likeness being found in appearance as a man He humbled himself. He became obedient to death. Even death on a cross. Therefore God exalted him to the highest place gave him the name above every name in the name of Jesus. 

 [00:16:47] Every need would bound heaven and on Earth and under the earth every tongue confess acknowledged that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father Philippians 2 and what Jesus is teaching is you can turn back to John 13 and what Paul was saying. 

 [00:17:05] This has everything to do with our relationships in your relationships with one another. 

 [00:17:11] Have the same attitude the same mindset the same way of thinking of reality the mentality as that of Jesus Christ and that is to wash one another's feet to come underneath. 

 [00:17:26] Each other. 

 [00:17:27] Chapter 13 verse 12 when Jesus finished washing their feet. He put on his clothes and he returned to his place and then he said do you get it. Do you understand what I'm trying to teach you. 

 [00:17:42] And what we see here in the text. Are two different responses elevated in the responses we see to different people. First of all we see Peter and then we see Judas and these two men represent two completely different responses to what Jesus is teaching Peter. You. I have to love Peter. There is an innocence to Peter. He just didn't get it right. Look at verse 7. Jesus says You know Peter. You don't realize now what I'm doing but you're gone. You're gonna get this Peter. 

 [00:18:18] But what Peter had was a soft heart. He really wanted to please Jesus and he really wanted to love others and he just. 

 [00:18:27] Jesus was working with him in training them but sadly also in the room. We see another response don't we. 

 [00:18:36] You see this is exactly an example of how I don't use this very loosely but in a very real way the world. 

 [00:18:45] The world. 

 [00:18:47] This is how the world responds. To us when we love like Jesus is teaching us to love. 

 [00:18:57] I can't even fathom what was going on in Jesus heart as he's literally washing Judases feet. 

 [00:19:07] Knowing exactly what was in Judas heart. 

 [00:19:11] And Judas by the way knew exactly what he was doing. This was evil. This was betrayal. That verse 18. 

 [00:19:19] What does it say there in verse 18. I'm not referring to all of you. I know those who I've chosen but this is to fulfill the passage of scripture. It's from Psalm 41 verse 9. He who shared my bread has turned against me. The literal translation if you go to King James has lifted his heel against me. And what that means is has literally kicked me in the gut has just kicked me lifted his heel against me is a violent response. Jesus himself knows that even as he is washing Judas his feet that Judas is going to kick him in the gut. 

 [00:19:58] It's going to lift his heel against him. But then he says this and versus 15 to 17. 

 [00:20:06] I am setting an example that you should do as I have done for you is not going be easy. 

 [00:20:12] This is how you're to live. It's your attitude your mindset. 

 [00:20:16] Very Truly I tell you no servant is greater than the master or a messenger greater than the ones who sent him. 

 [00:20:22] Now that you know these things you are blessed if you do them in this quiet room. Jesus is preparing his disciples which is us for their mission. This is your mission church. What is it. It's the spatula sermon. It's coming underneath everyone and everything it is a life of service and it is not going to be easy. 

 [00:20:48] But here are two words that we are to live our lives by go low. 

 [00:20:53] Serve others pray for others love one another go low. 

 [00:20:59] Even when it might cost you your life. Three things One. Three signs. Stop. 

 [00:21:08] Every day we've got a walk through our day and be reminded of. Stop thinking about yourself. 

 [00:21:17] Stop thinking about yourself. 

 [00:21:19] This is just like a monster. We need to drill into our hearts. Okay stop thinking about myself in this moment. I once once heard of an older pastor retired up into his 70s and he was being really gut level honest with the congregation and he said I'm telling you what the older I get the more I feel like I'm I'm just getting more and more crankier. And less flexible and he said I. 

 [00:21:45] I find myself living by four letters P L O M poor little old me. He was being really real. How often do we live in poor little old me. 

 [00:22:02] Plum. Stop thinking about yourself. Wait a minute Lord I confess right now that I'm thinking about myself. This is all about me. 

 [00:22:15] And I need to yield the second sign I need to yield to your spirit and I need to yield to what you want me to do in this situation. I need to yield to others who needs my help. Who needs my help. 

 [00:22:29] It's called getting outside of yourself. Looking beyond yourself. Who needs my help in this situation. 

 [00:22:37] You heard in the announcement loop. I'm just gonna point this out. We've got a lot of kids that come in and out of this church building and I mean to tell you right now we do not have enough people to love on those kids. We don't. When I have enough people. Who needs your help. I can tell you right now we've got a church full of kids. That need your help. There's a class an opportunity not a class but an opportunity to get with with Becky Han our children's director and others right after this service. Down in the preschool hallway room M 125. 

 [00:23:14] Would you consider going. And yielding to the needs of others. Even in this building this morning the third point is simply this. Do something today. Do something today. Blessed are you if you do this. It's the spatula sermon right. We are called to go low and we do it in remembrance of Jesus. It's pretty cool I think that as we come to John 13. We also come to this text on a Sunday where we enjoy communion where we're able to celebrate the very thing that Jesus did the night that he taught. This was in the midst of the Passover meal that Jesus washed their feet. We get to participate even in this moment. With Jesus. Jesus we come to this table of communion. We know that you've given us this bread and this cup. As a way to remember you celebrate you to bring us into this very upper room with you right now Jesus because you are saying to us exactly what you said to your disciples in that room. Pay attention. This is a master class on discipleship. You need to go and love one another just as I have loved you in Jesus. 

