


The Gospel of John

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence 
of His disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 

 But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that       

by believing you may have life in His name.

John 20:30-31



What does John mean   
when he says “life”?

Is it possible to enjoy “life” 
when my circumstances     

are so very hard?



Why is it so important to 
believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah—the Son of God?

How do I find “life” — 
what do I need to do?



The Path to Life

How do I find “life” — 
what do I need to do?

Messiah—the Son of God?





I think I’ve always loved New Years because it’s 
where traditions and the feeling of newness 
meet. I’ve always had a bit of a restless heart, 
desiring new adventure - while at the same 
time wanting the deep roots of relationship.       
I think this is why New Years resonates with   
my heart. It’s filled with both nostalgia and 
reflection alongside eager expectation           
and the beginning of something new.
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This year still has a little bit of that, but it is 
different. We take one day at a time at this 
point, sometimes stopping to dream of the 
bigger picture and often feeling overwhelmed. 
Our past two years have held for us what no 
one would hope for on January 1st. 
Disappointment, frustration, loss, cancer.
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But hope still remains and I think (most days)    
it remains rooted more steadfastly than ever    
in our hearts. Our hope is not in what might be 
in 2018.  But, thankfully, our hope is in Who 
upheld us this entire past year and Who         
will continue to sustain us and fill us with joy    
in each day of the year to come.
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“This hope we have as an anchor of    
the soul, a hope both sure and 
steadfast and one which enters within 
the veil, where Jesus has entered as a 
forerunner for us…”  Hebrews 6:19-20
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“My hope remains rooted more     
steadfastly than ever — 

Not in WHAT might be in 2018… 
[nor HOW we might find it]… 

But in WHO upheld us this entire      
past year and WHO will continue          
to sustain us and fill us with joy in         

each day of the year to come.”



WHA ?T



HOW?



HO?W
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. 

And let us run with perseverance the race marked 
out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus…”

Hebrews 12:1-2 NIV



HO?W
“Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on 

the water and came toward Jesus.  But when he saw 
the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, 

cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately             
Jesus reached out His hand and caught him.                 

“You of little faith,” He said, “why did you doubt?”

Matthew 14:29-31 NIV



HO?W
“You will seek me and find me when you  

seek me with all your heart.”

Jeremiah 29:13 NIV



HO?W
“Be still, and know that I am God.”!

Psalm 46:10 NIV



HO?W
“So if you’re serious about living this new resurrection 
life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the things over which 
Christ presides. Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, 
absorbed with the things right in front of you. Look up, 
and be alert to what is going on around Christ—that’s 
where the action is. See things from His perspective.”

Colossians 3:1-2 MSG

Three Questions:

are you worshiping



HO?W
Three Questions:

are you worshiping

We will find
in 2018 by 

LOOKING UP



HO ?W

Three Questions:

are you worshiping

HOW is your community?

HOW are you serving?

We will find



Proverbs 4:10-27



Hold on to God’s Word.
Don’t let it go.
It is your life.

1.











Never forget.
There’s always another path.
And it leads to destruction.

2.



“Do not set foot on the path of the 
wicked or walk in the way of 

evildoers. Avoid it, do not travel 
on it; turn from it and go on your 

way. For they cannot rest until they 
do evil; they are robbed of sleep 
till they make someone stumble.”

Proverbs 4:14-16



Above all else…
Guard your heart.

Everything flows from it.

3.



“This hope we have as an anchor of    
the soul, a hope both sure and 

steadfast and one which enters within 
the veil, where Jesus has entered as a 

forerunner for us…”




