
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,     though you are small                                                among the clans of Judah,  out of you will come for me     one who will be ruler over Israel,  whose origins are from of old,     from ancient times.”

Micah 5:2
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Phillips Brooks
Rector of the  

Church of the Holy Trinity    
in Philadelphia

In December of 1865… 
He visited Bethlehem









3 years later… 
In December of 1868





For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 

O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 

And praises sing to God the King 
And Peace to men on earth



How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 

But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, 

The dear Christ enters in.



O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 

Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born to us today 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 

O come to us, abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel

in

Born us



inBorn us

Luke 1:26-38



By faith 
we receive 
within us 

Jesus Himself



Phillips Brooks understood 
something very profound. 
Christmas isn’t just about 

Jesus coming to Bethlehem 
2,000 years ago. 

Christmas is about Jesus 
coming to our hearts today.



When we have Jesus, 
we have LOVE 

in us.





We were made 
to long for Love



Love came down from 
heaven as a baby— 

born in a barn to young, 
frightened parents at the 

outskirts of society.



This Christmas 
through Jesus 
we have Love



No ear may hear His coming, 
   But in this world of sin, 
                     Where meek souls will  
                          receive him still, 
                              The dear Christ  
                                enters in.


